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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The demand for a highly skilled workforce has never been greater, driven 

by increasing market competition and the pervasive use of technology. While the 

skill sets employed by today’s workforce are extremely varied, they are all 

dependent upon the same foundation – an adequate level of literacy. Literacy 

directly influences one’s ability to communicate well, learn new things and adapt 

to change. 

Literacy is typically viewed from the perspective of the individual, where 

the opportunities or limitations he or she faces are determined by his or her 

literacy skill. In the context of today’s economic environment, however, it is 

imperative that this literacy perspective extends to employers.   

Contrary to popular belief, many individuals with inadequate literacy levels 

are gainfully employed. Inadequate literacy skills, while a detriment to the 

individual, are also a liability to employers, limiting a business’ productivity, 

competitiveness and adaptation. 

Relative to provincial benchmarks, the Niagara Region faces a competitive 

disadvantage when it comes to literacy skills. In most cases, the populations of 

Niagara Region’s communities have lower levels of literacy than Ontario 

averages. Consequently, the employers within this Region may not be able to fill 

the positions they have (whether existing or new) with appropriately skilled 

individuals. This is true across all industries and occupations.  

Employers and literacy organizations alike, therefore, have good reason to 

improve literacy levels within the Region through appropriately targeted training 

initiatives. Successful execution of such initiatives will not only benefit individuals, 

but also have a positive impact on Niagara Region’s businesses and economy as 

a whole.   
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 

Fundamental to the success of a local economy is a high level of literacy 

among its population. Increasing market competition and rapid technological 

innovation have heightened the demand for a highly skilled labour force and 

literacy is the foundation of today’s required skill sets.  Improving literacy levels – 

and mitigating both the social and economic risks of poor literacy – requires 

continuous upgrading of skills within local labour markets.   

Central to the future prosperity of the Niagara Region is an increased 

supply of skilled labour. The purpose of this report is to present literacy estimates 

for the Niagara Region labour force as well as provide communities with local 

estimates of literacy levels within their respective populations. Specifically, the 

information contained in this study is designed to assist employers in identifying 

and understanding the skills of the labour market and support their respective 

training programs.  Additionally, the information will also assist local literacy 

organizations identify those facing the social and economic risks associated with 

low literacy levels.  

1.1. Project Objectives 
 

• Present and describe the skills levels of Niagara’s population to support 

employer training and hiring efforts 

• Describe literacy skills for the Niagara Region by educational attainment 

and occupation  

• Provide a literacy skills profile by three literacy domains: Prose, Document 

and Numeracy 

• Provide a demographic and a socio-economic profile for each of Niagara 

Region’s municipalities 

• Provide the necessary data for local literacy organizations to target literacy 

needs and support funding requests 
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1.2. Project Parameters 
 

This project builds on the 2000 report titled “Literacy Risks in the Niagara 

Region”. The 2000 report was developed using the International Adult Literacy 

Survey (IALS) and provided analysis on a Literacy Risk Index calculated using 

IALS literacy scores. This project draws on the 2003 International Adult Literacy 

and Skills Survey (IALSS) and the analysis is expanded to include detailed 

literacy measures on prose, document and numeracy skills. This expansion into 

the three domains is the central difference from the 2000 report. 

1.3. Defining Literacy Skill Levels 
 

Identifying individuals and segmenting groups by their literacy skills first 

requires defining literacy domains as well as proficiency levels. The IALSS 

emphasizes that literacy is not narrowly defined and there is no arbitrary 

standard used to distinguish those who have literacy proficiency to those who do 

not. As such, the IALSS measures literacy in three domains: 

 

• Prose Literacy – the knowledge and skills needed to understand and use 

information from texts including editorials, news stories, brochures and 

instruction manuals. 

• Document Literacy – the knowledge and skills required to locate and use 

information contained in various formats, including job applications, payroll 

forms, transportation schedules, maps, tables and charts.  

• Numeracy Literacy – the knowledge and skills required to effectively 

manage the mathematical demands of diverse situations.  
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The IALSS continues to describe literacy proficiency along a continuum 

scale where the demands of the economy dictate levels of proficiency. 

Specifically, this continuum denotes how well individuals use information to 

function within their daily lives. The range of this scale spans from one to five, 

where level one represents the lowest literacy skill and level five the highest. The 

IALSS defines the five levels of literacy as follows: 

 

Level 1 - very low skills, great difficulty reading but a wide range of 

performance; some individuals in this category may demonstrate a 

total lack of literacy skills, some may be able to find a specific piece 

of information in text, e.g. find the dosage on a pill bottle 

 

Level 2 - individuals can read but not well; they can deal with printed matter 

that is clearly laid out and complete simple tasks only, e.g. 

understand the instructions for growing a plant 

 

Level 3 -  individuals read well, but may have problems with more complex 

tasks, e.g. can fill out a job requisition 

 

Level 4/5 -  individuals have a high level of literacy and perform complex tasks, 

e.g. can use a compound interest chart or calculate the number of 

calories in a Big mac using a gram-based nutritional chart. . 

 

Demands of a modern economy and its respective labour market 

necessitate a proficiency level of three and higher. Since the early 1990’s, the 

demand for labour with proficiency levels below three has significantly diminished 

in proportion relative to higher levels of literacy. As the demand for higher skill 

levels increases there is concern as to how quickly communities adapt to these 

changing literacy demands and, consequently, the communities’ ability to supply 

skilled, qualified labour.  
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1.4. Organization of the Report 
 

Section 2 of this report examines literacy within the labour market and the 

economic risks faced by employers. Section 3 presents demographic and 

detailed literacy profiles for each community within the Niagara Region. Appendix 

A provides a slective demographic comparision of communities within Niagara. 

Appendix B introduces the conceptual framework underlying the analysis of 

literacy. 
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2. LABOUR MARKET CONTEXT 
 

2.1. Introduction 
  

An understanding of the level of literacy skills within a local labour market 

is critical to employers because of the far-reaching economic implications of 

these skills. There are significant productivity, retention, and hiring implications 

associated with the level of literacy within a community. Due to these implications 

and the direct linkages between economic prosperity and level of literacy, 

employers and community organizations alike must focus on enhancing skills 

sets that are correlated with greater literacy.  

2.2. Employment Trends in Ontario 
 

Both individuals and employers can benefit from an understanding of 

labour market trends, particularly with respect to skill demands. Requirements for 

employees with certain levels of educational attainment can be used to 

demonstrate that the economy is demanding increased skills from its workers. 

Educational attainment is also a sound proxy for literacy levels according to the 

International Adult Literacy and Skills Survey (IALSS), thereby providing us with 

another means to measure literacy. 

Trends in the Ontario labour market provide emphatic evidence of the 

demand for higher skills.  Between 1995 and 2006, there were 188,500 fewer 

jobs for individuals with less than a high school diploma. This depletion occurred 

while the number of jobs available to post-secondary certificate, diploma and 

degree holders increased by over 1.3 million positions.   

While the number of jobs available to people with only a high school 

education increased over the time period examined, this growth pales in 

comparison to the job growth for those with post-secondary education.  It should 

be clearly stated that employment trends by educational attainment understate 

the demand for labour skills as not all employers hire their ideal candidate – with 
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skill shortages come hiring compromises.  In addition, in prosperous economic 

times the competition for labour intensifies resulting in employers making hiring 

concessions.  Details are presented in Table 2.1. 

 
Table 2.1: Employment by Educational Attainment in Ontario 
 1995 2006 Net Job  

(Loss) or Gain 
 
Less than High School 991,700 803,200 (188,500)
High School Certificate only 1,131,200 1,368,600 237,400
Some Post-Secondary 539,900 505,000 (34,900)
Post-secondary Certificate or Diploma 1,416,200 2,138,100 721,900
University Degree and above 1,021,100 1,677,800 656,700
Total 5,100,000 6,492,700 1,392,700
Source: Statisitcs Canada, Labour Force Survey 
 

2.3. Niagara Literacy Profile 
 

Job loss or gain by education level provides a helpful overview of the 

economic context for Niagara’s population. A more explicit understanding of 

Niagara’s literacy profile is provided by analyzing Niagara’s literacy levels in light 

of provincial levels. Table 2.2 presents the distribution of literacy skills within the 

Niagara Region as well as Ontario with respect to prose, document and 

numeracy skills.   
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Table 2.2: Niagara Literacy levels (Prose, Document and Numeracy) 
    Niagara Region Ontario 

Category Level # of People % % 
Prose 1 75,378 22.9 21.3
  2 95,440 29.0 28.1
  3 110,347 33.5 34.4
  4/5 48,343 14.7 16.2
Document 1 81,501 24.7 23.0
  2 92,597 28.1 27.3
  3 105,066 31.9 32.6
  4/5 50,451 15.3 17.1
Numeracy 1 95,563 29.0 27.1
  2 99,111 30.1 29.4
  3 93,989 28.5 29.5
  4/5 40,812 12.4 14.0
Average 1 84,147 25.5 23.8
  2 95,716 29.0 28.3
  3 103,134 31.3 32.2
  4/5 46,535 14.1 15.7

Source: Statistics Canada – Census 2001 and IALSS 
 
  

On average, the Niagara Region shows lower levels of literacy compared 

to Ontario. For example, Niagara has a higher proportion of individuals with level 

1 and level 2 literacy skills compared to Ontario. The distribution of level 2 and 

level 3 skills, however, are relatively equal to that of Ontario. Given these 

observations, it is not surprising to see that Niagara has a lower distribution of 

individuals with level 4/5 skills. Similar observations are found within each literacy 

domain presented in Table 2.2.  

 With respect to prose literacy, the Niagara Region has a higher proportion 

of level 1 and level 2 literacy levels relative to Ontario (6.8 and 2.9 percent higher 

respectively). Conversely, the Region has a lower proportion of level 3 and level 

4/5 literacy levels relative to the province (2.7 and 10.3 percent lower 

respectively). 

 In terms of document literacy, the Niagara Region has a higher proportion 

of level 1 and level 2 literacy levels relative to Ontario (7 and 2.7 percent higher 

respectively). Yet again, the Region has a lower proportion of level 3 and level 

4/5 literacy levels relative to the province at 2.3 and 11.5 percent lower. 
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 Lastly, with respect to numeracy literacy, the Niagara Region has a higher 

distribution of level 1 and level 2 literacy levels relative to the province (6.7 and 

2.2 percent higher respectively) and a lower proportion of level 3 and level 4/5 

literacy levels relative to the province (3.5 and 13.0 percent lower respectively). 

 There is compelling evidence of literacy disadvantages in Niagara relative 

to Ontario and cause for concern with respect to available skills to meet 

increased demands in the labour market. The figures presented above do not 

suggest that individuals with lower literacy levels are unemployed – in fact most 

are employed.  The concern, however, rests with the ability of these workers to 

adapt to changing skill demands within their jobs.  It is this adaptation that is 

crucial to Niagara employers.   

Another cautionary note must be made when analyzing literacy skills with 

respect to the relative age distribution between Ontario and Niagara. The 

International Adult Literacy and Skills Survey (IALSS) clearly illustrates that 

literacy levels change with both educational attainment as well as age. Over time, 

an individual’s literacy level can change, regardless of educational attainment. 

The evidence, according to the IALSS, suggests that literacy levels generally 

decline with age. As such, a person entering the labour force 10, 20 or 30 years 

ago may have possessed an adequate literacy level at the time, but may face 

risks given current trends in the market. Younger individuals with lower literacy 

levels today, however, will undoubtedly face acute labour market difficulties.  

Details by age cohort are presented in Table 2.3.  
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Table 2.3: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

    
Niagara 
Region Ontario 

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % 
15-24 years 1 15,499 30.9 30.6
  2 15,210 30.4 30.1
  3 14,096 28.1 28.3
  4/5 5,304 10.6 11.0
  50,109     
25-34 years 1 8,447 17.7 16.8
  2 13,340 27.9 26.8
  3 17,183 36.0 36.2
  4/5 8,778 18.4 20.2

 47,747     
35-44 years 1 12,878 19.9 18.9
  2 18,444 28.5 27.6
  3 22,496 34.8 35.1
  4/5 10,886 16.8 18.4
  64,704     
45-54 years 1 12,639 21.5 20.6
  2 16,843 28.6 27.8
  3 19,901 33.8 34.1
  4/5 9,534 16.2 17.5
  58,917     
55-64 years 1 12,055 28.0 26.1
  2 12,515 29.1 28.5
  3 12,805 29.8 30.8
  4/5 5,665 13.2 14.6
  43,040     
65 years + 1 22,629 34.8 33.1
  2 19,364 29.8 29.5
  3 16,653 25.6 26.6
  4/5 6,368 9.8 10.8
  65,014     
Grand Total   329,532     
Source: Statistics Canada – Census 2001 and IALSS 
 

2.4. Skills Mismatch 
 

Given that certain skills are closely related to specific job tasks, inadequate or 

unused employee skills can impede a firm’s productivity. As such, the IALSS 

collected information to assess the extent to which adults engage in literacy-

related activities at work. The IALSS found a clear association between literacy-
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related practices in work activities and the skills of employees. Activities were 

also linked to the skills required in various occupational categories.  

For example, 39.2 percent of Canada’s workforce possesses literacy skills 

that do not match the needs of their respective positions. Among this mismatch is 

15.5 percent of individuals with inadequate skills to meet the demands of their 

occupations and 23.7 percent of individuals with high levels of literacy but not 

actively engaging these skills in their workplaces. With respect to these 

mismatches, there is a tendency to focus on the former as it suggests a need for 

adjustment - in particular, the need for an increased effort to train persons in 

those jobs. With respect to the latter, however, a lack of skill utilization exposes 

these individuals to the risk of skill loss, potentially compormising future 

productivity. Minimizing this risk, the IALSS suggests, involves practices to 

provide training (or training incentives) and to promote active engagement of 

skills within organizations.  

2.5. Literacy Skills and Employer Training 
 

Governments, firms and individuals alike have vested interests to 

financially support adult learning. This section examines the role of employers in 

supporting organized forms of adult education and training.  

Participation in adult education and training, according to the IALLS, 

substantially differs between lower and higher literacy skill level persons. 

Specifically, participation increases as one’s literacy level increases. In Canada, 

for example, 22.1 percent of individuals with level 1 document literacy have 

received adult education and training, while this figure increases to 42.4, 56.3 

and 68.6 percent for levels 2, 3, and 4/5, respectively. The likelihood of receiving 

training, therefore, increases as one’s level of proficiency increases. This finding 

has significant implications for employers, as the IALLS also finds that individuals 

with higher levels of literacy or more likely to participate in active learning, 

whereby participants learn by themselves, try things out and/or learn by watching 

independently.  
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Employer funding of adult education and training differs with respect to 

gender, literacy skill levels and the relative size of the employer. According to the 

IALLS, employers are an important source of financial support for participants in 

such programs, but there are disparities between the training support provided to 

men versus women. Specifically, the IALLS found that 45.5 percent of men 

received financial support from employers compared to 34.1 percent for women.  

Funding for adult education and training also differs between lower and higher 

literacy skill level persons. The IALLS revealed that 37.2 percent of individuals 

with a document literacy skill level of 1 or 2 received financial support from their 

employers. This compares to 45.5 percent of those with a document literacy level 

above 3. Finally, the larger the employer (in terms of number of employees), the 

more likely an individual is to receive employer financial support for training. 

Firms with 20 to 99 employees are 1.5 times more likely to provide financial 

support, relative to firms with less then 20 employees. Firms with more than 100 

employees are three times more likely to provide financial support.  

In summary, persons with lower skills levels tend to participate less in 

adult education and training, and those who do participate are less likely to 

receive financial support from their employer. Women and individuals in smaller 

firms are also less likely to have employer financial support for adult education 

and training.  

2.6. Occupational Profile 
 

A description of literacy skills by occupation provides employers with 

another perspective from which to assess literacy skills within their organizations.  

Table 2.4 shows the level of literacy skills of Niagara’s employed labour force 

within select occupations.  
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Table 2.4: Distribution of Literacy Levels within Niagara Region Occupations1 

Occupation Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4/5 Total 
Senior Management Occupations 15.7 26.4 36.7 21.1 100.0 
Middle and other Management Occupations 18.0 27.7 35.7 18.6 100.0 
Professional Occupations in Business and Finance 12.0 25.0 38.7 24.3 100.0 
Skilled Administrative and Business Occupations 18.1 28.9 36.0 16.9 100.0 
Clerical Occupations 19.9 29.5 35.0 15.6 100.0 
Professional Occupations in Natural and Applied 
Sciences 11.4 24.6 39.0 25.0 100.0 
Technical Occupations Related to Natural and Applied 
Sciences 17.2 28.5 36.5 17.8 100.0 
Professional Occupations in Health 11.2 25.0 39.4 24.5 100.0 
Technical And Skilled Occupations in Health 14.6 28.4 38.3 18.8 100.0 
Assisting Occupations in Support of Health Services 17.4 28.9 36.6 17.0 100.0 
Professional Occs. in Social Science, Education, Gov't 
Services and Religion 8.3 21.4 39.9 30.4 100.0 
Paraprofessional Occs. in Law, Social Services, 
Education and Religion 15.5 27.5 37.3 19.6 100.0 
Professional Occupations in Art and Culture 15.6 26.1 36.7 21.6 100.0 
Technical And Skilled Occupations in Art, Culture, 
Recreation and Sport 19.3 28.4 35.1 17.2 100.0 
Skilled Sales and Service Occupations 21.3 29.2 34.1 15.4 100.0 
Intermediate Sales and Service Occupations 22.4 29.5 33.4 14.7 100.0 
Elemental Sales and Service Occupations 29.9 30.2 28.9 11.1 100.0 
Trades And Skilled Transport and Equipment Operators 20.6 29.7 34.8 14.9 100.0 
Intermediate Occs. in Transport, Equipment Oper'n, 
Installation and Maint. 28.8 30.2 29.5 11.4 100.0 
Trades Helpers, Construction Labourers and Related 
Occupations 28.2 30.4 30.0 11.4 100.0 
Skilled Occupations in Primary Industry 24.8 29.4 31.8 14.0 100.0 
Intermediate Occupations in Primary Industry 32.8 30.3 27.0 9.9 100.0 
Labourers in Primary Industry 27.4 30.1 30.3 12.2 100.0 
Processing, Manufacturing And Utilities Supervisors and 
Skilled Operators 21.8 29.4 33.8 15.0 100.0 
Processing And Manufacturing Machine Operators and 
Assemblers 25.6 30.0 31.5 12.8 100.0 
Labourers in Processing, Manufacturing and Utilities         28.4 30.4 29.8 11.4 100.0 

Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
Rows may not sum to 100 due to rounding 

  

Occupations with a high proportion of low literacy levels include Elemental 

Sales and Service Occupations; Intermediate Occupations in Transport, 

Equipment Operation, Installation and Maintenance; Trades Helpers, 

Construction Labourers and Related Occupations; and Labourers in Processing, 

Manufacturing and Utilities. All of these occupation classifications have close to 

60 percent of their employed individuals with literacy skill levels less than 3.  

                                                      
1 An average of prose, document and numeracy skill levels 
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More than 60 percent of individuals employed in the Labourers in Processing, 

Manufacturing and Utilities category have a literacy skill level under 3.  

Several occupations clearly have higher literacy skills. For example, 63 

percent of individuals in Professional Occupations in Business and Finance; 

Professional Occupations in Natural and Applied Sciences; and Professional 

Occupations in Health, have literacy skill levels of 3 and higher.  More than 70 

percent of individuals in Professional Occupations in Social Science, Education, 

Government Services and Religion have literacy skill levels of 3 and above.  

What is perhaps most important to note across all occupations, however, 

is that in every case there are individuals employed with low levels of literacy.   

 Table 2.5 presents the distribution of each literacy skill level between 

occupations in the Niagara Region (for example, of all individuals with only 

literacy level 1, 0.8 percent of them are in Senior Management Occupations and 

15.5 percent of them are in Elemental Sales and Service Occupations). The 

information presented is a good illustration of why educational attainment is used 

as a proxy, rather than a definitive benchmark to literacy proficiency. The Middle 

to other Management Occupations category, for example, accounts for a 

significant proportion of level 1 and 2 literacy skills. Individuals in these 

occupations are generally thought to have higher level of educational attainment 

and, hence, higher literacy levels. However, as discussed in the IALSS, there are 

many employed individuals who, due to skills developed over time and 

commitment to life-long learning, succeed in the labour market without a formal 

education.   
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Table 2.5: Distribution of Literacy Levels Across Niagara Region Occupations (%) 
Occupation Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4/5 
Senior Management Occupations 0.8 1.0 1.1 1.3 
Middle and other Management Occupations 7.6 8.6 9.3 10.2 
Professional Occupations in Business and Finance 0.9 1.5 1.9 2.5 
Skilled Administrative and Business Occupations 4.9 5.8 6.1 6.0 
Clerical Occupations 7.6 8.4 8.4 7.8 
Professional Occupations in Natural and Applied 
Sciences 1.0 1.6 2.1 2.8 
Technical Occupations Related to Natural and Applied 
Sciences 1.9 2.3 2.5 2.6 
Professional Occupations in Health 1.3 2.2 2.9 3.8 
Technical And Skilled Occupations in Health 0.9 1.3 1.4 1.5 
Assisting Occupations in Support of Health Services 1.0 1.3 1.4 1.3 
Professional Occs. in Social Science, Education, Gov't 
Services and Religion 2.0 3.8 6.0 9.6 
Paraprofessional Occs. in Law, Social Services, 
Education and Religion 1.1 1.5 1.7 1.9 
Professional Occupations in Art and Culture 0.6 0.7 0.9 1.1 
Technical And Skilled Occupations in Art, Culture, 
Recreation and Sport 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.3 
Skilled Sales and Service Occupations 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.2 
Intermediate Sales and Service Occupations 12.1 11.8 11.2 10.4 
Elemental Sales and Service Occupations 15.5 11.6 9.3 7.5 
Trades And Skilled Transport and Equipment Operators 9.9 10.5 10.4 9.3 
Intermediate Occs. in Transport, Equipment Oper'n, 
Installation and Maint. 7.3 5.7 4.7 3.8 
Trades Helpers, Construction Labourers and Related 
Occupations 1.2 1.0 0.8 0.6 
Skilled Occupations in Primary Industry 1.9 1.7 1.5 1.4 
Intermediate Occupations in Primary Industry 2.6 1.8 1.3 1.0 
Labourers in Primary Industry 1.2 1.0 0.8 0.7 
Processing, Manufacturing And Utilities Supervisors and 
Skilled Operators 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 
Processing And Manufacturing Machine Operators and 
Assemblers 6.7 5.8 5.1 4.4 
Labourers in Processing, Manufacturing and Utilities          2.3 1.8 1.5 1.2 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
Columns may not sum to 100 due to rounding 
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3. COMMUNITY PROFILES 
 

3.1. Introduction 
 
The purpose of this section is to provide Niagara’s literacy organizations 

with information that can be used to assess the size of their market and help 

identify and target literacy learners in their areas. Information is provided in table 

format for each of Niagara’s 12 communities.  

For each community, the first table profiles demographic characteristics, 

including: population growth, knowledge of official languages, minority groups 

and educational attainment. The second, third and fourth tables found in each 

community profile summarize literacy skill levels by age cohort and by literacy 

domain (prose, document and numeracy). Context is provided by the inclusion of 

Regional and provincial performance levels. A brief overview of the community’s 

relative performance within the Region – which highlights any literacy challenges 

– is also included. 
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3.2. Detailed Community Profiles 
 

3.2.1. Fort Erie 

 
Table 3.1: Demographic Overview (2001) 

Fort Erie # of 
People 

% of 
Population

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 28,143 - 6.9  4
Population, 1996 27,183 - 6.7  4
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

3.5 - - 6

Total population 15 years and 
over 

22,965 81.6 6.8 6

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 
English only 26,290 93.4 7.1 2
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 1,465 5.2 4.4 11
Neither English nor French 70 0.2 3.0 7
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration  

4,560 16.2 6.4 5

Before 1961 1,610 5.7 5.7 11
1961-1970 835 3.0 5.8 8
1971-1980 690 2.5 6.8 6
1981-1990 530 1.9 6.5 4
1991-1995 405 1.4 8.6 3
1996-2001 485 1.7 8.6 3

Total visible minority population 1,110 3.9 6.4 3
Total aboriginal population 900 3.2 17.4 1
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 1,587 5.6 5.5 8
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

4,019 14.3 7.6 1

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

6,401 22.7 8.0 1

Trades certificate or diploma 865 3.1 6.9 7
College  
With certificate or diploma 4,156 14.8 6.2 12
Without certificate or diploma 1,597 5.7 6.7 7
University with bachelor's degree 
or higher 

2,180 7.7 5.9 6

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,822 6.5 6.7 7

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.2:  Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

  
 Fort Erie Niagara 

Region 
Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,093 33.4 30.9 30.6
  2 997 30.4 30.4 30.1
  3 872 26.6 28.1 28.3
  4/5 314 9.6 10.6 11.0
 3,276       
25-34 years 1 577 19.3 17.7 16.8
  2 857 28.7 27.9 26.8
  3 1,051 35.1 36.0 36.2
  4/5 506 16.9 18.4 20.2
 2,990       
35-44 years 1 1,017 22.0 19.9 18.9
  2 1,332 28.8 28.5 27.6
  3 1,546 33.5 34.8 35.1
  4/5 721 15.6 16.8 18.4
 4,616       
45-54 years 1 915 22.4 21.5 20.6
  2 1,182 29.0 28.6 27.8
  3 1,357 33.3 33.8 34.1
  4/5 627 15.4 16.2 17.5
 4,080       
55-64 years 1 862 28.0 28.0 26.1
  2 899 29.2 29.1 28.5
  3 915 29.7 29.8 30.8
  4/5 400 13.0 13.2 14.6
 3,076       
65 years + 1 1,546 33.7 34.8 33.1
  2 1,365 29.8 29.8 29.5
  3 1,204 26.3 25.6 26.6
  4/5 466 10.2 9.8 10.8
 4,582       
Grand Total   22,620       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Fort Erie 

With respect to demographic categories, the above tables illustrate that 

42.6 percent of Fort Erie’s population has achieved a level of educational 

attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all communities in 

Niagara, Fort Erie ranks first with respect to the proportion of individuals without 

a high school diploma and ranks 12th in terms of the proportion of its population 

with a college diploma or certificate. Other key demographic observations include 

the community’s first place ranking in terms of aboriginal population and third 

place ranking with respect to the immigrant population.  A regional comparision 

of selected demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Fort Erie varies across proficiency domains. On 

average, the community consistently exhibits a higher proportion of its population 

in lower literacy levels. For those aged 25 to 34, for example, the proportion of 

the community’s population at level 1 is 19.3 percent compared to 17.7 and 16.8 

percent for the Region and Ontario respectively. This observation is also relevant 

for those aged 35 to 44. For the 45 to 54 age cohort, both the community and the 

Region approximate one another (less than a 1 percent spread), but the 

community significantly differs from the province. For those in the 55 to 64 

cohort, the proportion of individuals with level 1 literacy within the community is 

equal to that of the Region, but higher than the province. Beyond the age of 64, 

however, individuals in Fort Erie demonstrate higher literacy levels relative to the 

Region and approximate the provincial level.  

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.3: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Fort Erie Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 994 30.4 28.0 27.8
  2 1,015 31.0 30.7 30.5
  3 941 28.7 30.3 30.4
  4/5 324 9.9 11.0 11.3
 3,275  
25-34 years 1 507 17.0 15.5 14.8
  2 842 28.2 27.3 26.1
  3 1,118 37.4 38.2 38.5
  4/5 524 17.5 19.0 20.6
 2,990  
35-44 years 1 900 19.5 17.5 16.7
  2 1,315 28.5 28.0 27.0
  3 1,648 35.7 37.0 37.3
  4/5 752 16.3 17.5 18.9
 4,616  
45-54 years 1 811 19.9 19.0 18.3
  2 1,168 28.6 28.2 27.4
  3 1,448 35.5 36.0 36.3
  4/5 654 16.0 16.8 18.0
 4,080  
55-64 years 1 777 25.3 25.2 23.5
  2 901 29.3 29.1 28.4
  3 982 31.9 31.9 33.0
  4/5 415 13.5 13.7 15.1
 3,075  
65 years + 1 1,405 30.7 31.7 30.1
  2 1,388 30.3 30.4 29.9
  3 1,301 28.4 27.7 28.7
  4/5 486 10.6 10.2 11.2
 4,580  
Grand Total 22,617  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.4: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Fort Erie Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,064 32.5 30.0 29.7
  2 974 29.7 29.6 29.4
  3 897 27.4 28.9 29.0
  4/5 342 10.4 11.5 11.9
 3,278  
25-34 years 1 551 18.4 16.9 16.0
  2 823 27.5 26.8 25.7
  3 1,067 35.7 36.4 36.4
  4/5 549 18.4 19.9 21.9
 2,991  
35-44 years 1 980 21.2 19.1 18.1
  2 1,282 27.8 27.4 26.5
  3 1,573 34.1 35.3 35.4
  4/5 781 16.9 18.2 19.9
 4,616  
45-54 years 1 882 21.6 20.7 19.8
  2 1,138 27.9 27.5 26.8
  3 1,382 33.9 34.3 34.4
  4/5 679 16.6 17.5 19.0
 4,081  
55-64 years 1 837 27.2 27.2 25.3
  2 872 28.3 28.2 27.6
  3 933 30.3 30.3 31.3
  4/5 434 14.1 14.2 15.8
 3,077  
65 years + 1 1,510 32.9 34.0 32.4
  2 1,333 29.1 29.1 28.8
  3 1,235 26.9 26.3 27.2
  4/5 505 11.0 10.6 11.7
 4,583  
Grand Total 22,626  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.5: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Fort Erie Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,221 37.3 34.7 34.4
  2 1,002 30.6 30.8 30.6
  3 777 23.7 25.2 25.4
  4/5 275 8.4 9.3 9.6
 3,275  
25-34 years 1 671 22.5 20.7 19.5
  2 906 30.3 29.7 28.5
  3 968 32.4 33.3 33.8
  4/5 444 14.9 16.2 18.2
 2,989  
35-44 years 1 1,171 25.4 23.1 21.9
  2 1,398 30.3 30.1 29.2
  3 1,416 30.7 32.0 32.5
  4/5 629 13.6 14.7 16.4
 4,615  
45-54 years 1 1,052 25.8 24.7 23.7
  2 1,239 30.4 30.1 29.3
  3 1,242 30.4 31.0 31.4
  4/5 547 13.4 14.2 15.6
 4,080  
55-64 years 1 972 31.6 31.6 29.5
  2 923 30.0 29.9 29.5
  3 828 26.9 27.0 28.1
  4/5 352 11.4 11.5 12.9
 3,075  
65 years + 1 1,723 37.6 38.7 36.9
  2 1,375 30.0 29.9 29.7
  3 1,076 23.5 22.8 23.8
  4/5 408 8.9 8.6 9.5
 4,581  
Grand Total 22,616  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.2. Grimsby 

 
Table 3.6: Grimsby - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Grimsby # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION     
Population, 2001 21,297 - 5.2 5
Population, 1996 19,585 - 4.9 5
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

8.7 - - 2

Total population 15 years and 
over 

16,990 79.8 5.1 10

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 19,750 92.7 5.4 5
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 1,170 5.5 3.5 10
Neither English nor French 15 0.1 0.6 9
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

3,565 16.7 5.0 4

Before 1961 1,535 7.2 5.4 3
1961-1970 985 4.6 6.9 2
1971-1980 435 2.0 4.3 7
1981-1990 215 1.0 2.6 11
1991-1995 260 1.2 5.5 5
1996-2001 135 0.6 2.4 7

Total visible minority population 420 2.0 2.4 7
Total aboriginal population 100 0.5 1.9 10
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 741 3.5 2.6 12
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

2,708 12.7 5.1 8

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

3,443 16.2 4.3 10

Trades certificate or diploma 780 3.7 6.2 3
College  
With certificate or diploma 4,021 18.9 6.0 2
Without certificate or diploma 1,086 5.1 4.6 8
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

2,355 11.1 6.4 3

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,481 7.0 5.4 4

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.7: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   
Grimsby Niagara 

Region 
Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 792 31.4 30.9 30.6
  2 766 30.4 30.4 30.1
  3 701 27.8 28.1 28.3
  4/5 262 10.4 10.6 11.0
  2,521       
25-34 years 1 338 14.8 17.7 16.8
  2 617 27.0 27.9 26.8
  3 860 37.6 36.0 36.2
  4/5 470 20.6 18.4 20.2
  2,285       
35-44 years 1 646 17.5 19.9 18.9
  2 1,033 28.0 28.5 27.6
  3 1,333 36.2 34.8 35.1
  4/5 673 18.3 16.8 18.4
  3,685       
45-54 years 1 588 18.3 21.5 20.6
  2 903 28.1 28.6 27.8
  3 1,146 35.7 33.8 34.1
  4/5 578 18.0 16.2 17.5
  3,215       
55-64 years 1 513 23.3 28.0 26.1
  2 633 28.8 29.1 28.5
  3 718 32.6 29.8 30.8
  4/5 336 15.3 13.2 14.6
  2,200       
65 years + 1 845 31.2 34.8 33.1
  2 796 29.4 29.8 29.5
  3 752 27.8 25.6 26.6
  4/5 312 11.5 9.8 10.8
  2,706       
Grand Total 16,612       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Grimsby 

The tables above illustrate that 32.4 percent of Grimsby’s population has 

achieved a level of educational attainment no greater than a high school diploma. 

Among all communities in Niagara, Grimsby ranks 10th with respect to the 

proportion of individuals without a high school diploma meaning that relative to 

other Niagara communities, Grimsby’s population exhibits higher educational 

attainment. The community also ranks 10th in terms of the proportion of its 

population with a college diploma or certificate. Another key demographic 

observation is that Grimsby has a smaller aboriginal population relative to other 

communities in the Region. A regional comparision of selected demographic 

characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Grimsby varies across proficiency domains. On 

average, the community consistently exhibits a lower proportion of its population 

with a level 1 literacy level and is at par with the Region and the province with 

respect to level 2 literacy levels. For those aged 25-34, for example, the 

proportion of the community’s population at level 1 is 14.8 percent, significantly 

lower than the Region and the province (17.7 and 16.8 percent, respectively). 

This observation is also illustrated for those aged 35 to 54, but is more 

pronounced for those aged 55 to 64. For those in the 15 to 24 aged cohort, 

however, the proportion of individuals with level 1 literacy within the community is 

31.4 percent compared to 30.9 and 30.6 percent for the Region and the province, 

respectively. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.8: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

 Grimsby Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 718 28.5 28.0 27.8
  2 776 30.8 30.7 30.5
  3 756 30.0 30.3 30.4
  4/5 271 10.7 11.0 11.3
  2,520  
25-34 years 1 291 12.7 15.5 14.8
  2 598 26.2 27.3 26.1
  3 911 39.9 38.2 38.5
  4/5 485 21.2 19.0 20.6
  2,286  
35-44 years 1 561 15.2 17.5 16.7
  2 1,008 27.4 28.0 27.0
  3 1,416 38.4 37.0 37.3
  4/5 700 19.0 17.5 18.9
  3,686  
45-54 years 1 514 16.0 19.0 18.3
  2 882 27.4 28.2 27.4
  3 1,220 37.9 36.0 36.3
  4/5 600 18.7 16.8 18.0
  3,216  
55-64 years 1 456 20.7 25.2 23.5
  2 626 28.4 29.1 28.4
  3 768 34.9 31.9 33.0
  4/5 351 15.9 13.7 15.1
  2,200  
65 years + 1 764 28.3 31.7 30.1
  2 804 29.7 30.4 29.9
  3 811 30.0 27.7 28.7
  4/5 326 12.1 10.2 11.2
 2,705  
Grand Total 16,612  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.9: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

 Grimsby Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 769 30.5 30.0 29.7
  2 747 29.6 29.6 29.4
  3 721 28.6 28.9 29.0
  4/5 285 11.3 11.5 11.9
  2,522  
25-34 years 1 321 14.0 16.9 16.0
  2 589 25.8 26.8 25.7
  3 866 37.9 36.4 36.4
  4/5 509 22.3 19.9 21.9
  2,285  
35-44 years 1 617 16.7 19.1 18.1
  2 989 26.8 27.4 26.5
  3 1,350 36.6 35.3 35.4
  4/5 729 19.8 18.2 19.9
  3,685  
45-54 years 1 562 17.5 20.7 19.8
  2 865 26.9 27.5 26.8
  3 1,162 36.1 34.3 34.4
  4/5 626 19.5 17.5 19.0
  3,216  
55-64 years 1 495 22.5 27.2 25.3
  2 610 27.7 28.2 27.6
  3 731 33.2 30.3 31.3
  4/5 364 16.5 14.2 15.8
  2,201  
65 years + 1 825 30.5 34.0 32.4
  2 775 28.6 29.1 28.8
  3 770 28.4 26.3 27.2
  4/5 337 12.5 10.6 11.7
 2,706  
Grand Total   16,615       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.10: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

 Grimsby Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 888 35.2 34.7 34.4
  2 776 30.8 30.8 30.6
  3 627 24.9 25.2 25.4
  4/5 229 9.1 9.3 9.6
  2,520  
25-34 years 1 401 17.6 20.7 19.5
  2 664 29.0 29.7 28.5
  3 803 35.2 33.3 33.8
  4/5 417 18.2 16.2 18.2
  2,284  
35-44 years 1 758 20.6 23.1 21.9
  2 1,102 29.9 30.1 29.2
  3 1,234 33.5 32.0 32.5
  4/5 590 16.0 14.7 16.4
  3,684  
45-54 years 1 687 21.4 24.7 23.7
  2 961 29.9 30.1 29.3
  3 1,057 32.9 31.0 31.4
  4/5 509 15.8 14.2 15.6
  3,214  
55-64 years 1 587 26.7 31.6 29.5
  2 663 30.1 29.9 29.5
  3 655 29.8 27.0 28.1
  4/5 294 13.4 11.5 12.9
  2,200  
65 years + 1 947 35.0 38.7 36.9
  2 811 30.0 29.9 29.7
  3 676 25.0 22.8 23.8
  4/5 272 10.0 8.6 9.5
 2,706  
Grand Total 16,609  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.3. Lincoln 

 
Table 3.11: Lincoln - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Lincoln # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 20,612 - 5.0 6
Population, 1996 18,801 - 4.7 6
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

9.6 - - 1

Total population 15 years and 
over 

15,970 77.5 4.8 11

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 18,755 91.0 5.1 7
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 1,140 5.5 3.4 9
Neither English nor French 60 0.3 2.5 6
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

3,245 15.7 4.6 6

Before 1961 1,595 7.7 5.6 2
1961-1970 670 3.3 4.7 5
1971-1980 340 1.6 3.4 10
1981-1990 360 1.7 4.4 6
1991-1995 90 0.4 1.9 9
1996-2001 190 0.9 3.4 5

Total visible minority population 545 2.6 3.1 5
Total aboriginal population 165 0.8 3.2 9
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 976 4.7 3.4 10
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

2,402 11.7 4.5 12

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

3,358 16.3 4.2 9

Trades certificate or diploma 670 3.3 5.3 4
College  
With certificate or diploma 3,546 17.2 5.3 5
Without certificate or diploma 1,051 5.1 4.4 9
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,965 9.5 5.4 5

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,386 6.7 5.1 5

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.12: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

    
Lincoln Niagara 

Region 
Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 771 32.5 30.9 30.6
  2 718 30.3 30.4 30.1
  3 643 27.1 28.1 28.3
  4/5 239 10.1 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 377 17.0 17.7 16.8
  2 618 27.9 27.9 26.8
  3 806 36.4 36.0 36.2
  4/5 414 18.7 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 606 17.9 19.9 18.9
  2 953 28.2 28.5 27.6
  3 1,216 36.0 34.8 35.1
  4/5 605 17.9 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 498 19.5 21.5 20.6
  2 717 28.1 28.6 27.8
  3 889 34.9 33.8 34.1
  4/5 447 17.5 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 492 25.4 28.0 26.1
  2 562 28.9 29.1 28.5
  3 609 31.4 29.8 30.8
  4/5 277 14.3 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 881 30.4 34.8 33.1
  2 850 29.3 29.8 29.5
  3 819 28.3 25.6 26.6
  4/5 346 11.9 9.8 10.8
  2,896       
Grand Total   15,352       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Lincoln 

With respect to demographic categories, 32.7 percent of Lincoln’s 

population has achieved a level of educational attainment no greater than a high 

school diploma. Among all communities in Niagara, Lincoln ranks 9th with respect 

to the proportion of individuals without a high school diploma and 5th in terms of 

the proportion of its population with a college diploma or certificate.  Compared to 

other communities in Niagara, Lincoln experienced the greatest population 

growth over the 1996 to 2001 period. A regional comparision of selected 

demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Lincoln varies across proficiency domains. On 

average, for individuals aged 35 and above, the community exhibits a lower 

proportion of its population with levels 1 and 2 literacy relative to the Region and 

the province. For those aged 35-44, for example, the proportion of the 

community’s population at level 1 is 17.9 percent, significantly lower than the 

Region and the province (19.9 and 18.9 percent respectively). Among those 

aged 15 to 34, however, the community exhibits a higher proportion of its 

population in lower literacy levels. For those in the 15 to 24 cohort, for example, 

the proportion of individuals with level 1 literacy within the community is 32.5 

percent compared to 30.9 and 30.6 percent for the Region and Ontario 

respectively. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.13: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Lincoln Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 700 29.5 28.0 27.8
  2 730 30.8 30.7 30.5
  3 693 29.3 30.3 30.4
  4/5 247 10.4 11.0 11.3
  2,370  
25-34 years 1 329 14.9 15.5 14.8
  2 603 27.2 27.3 26.1
  3 856 38.6 38.2 38.5
  4/5 428 19.3 19.0 20.6
  2,215  
35-44 years 1 528 15.6 17.5 16.7
  2 932 27.6 28.0 27.0
  3 1,291 38.2 37.0 37.3
  4/5 630 18.6 17.5 18.9
  3,381  
45-54 years 1 438 17.2 19.0 18.3
  2 702 27.5 28.2 27.4
  3 948 37.2 36.0 36.3
  4/5 463 18.2 16.8 18.0
  2,550  
55-64 years 1 439 22.6 25.2 23.5
  2 558 28.8 29.1 28.4
  3 653 33.7 31.9 33.0
  4/5 290 15.0 13.7 15.1
  1,940  
65 years + 1 797 27.5 31.7 30.1
  2 857 29.6 30.4 29.9
  3 881 30.4 27.7 28.7
  4/5 360 12.4 10.2 11.2
 2,895  
Grand Total 15,352  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.14: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Lincoln Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 750 31.6 30.0 29.7
  2 701 29.6 29.6 29.4
  3 661 27.9 28.9 29.0
  4/5 260 11.0 11.5 11.9
  2,372  
25-34 years 1 360 16.2 16.9 16.0
  2 591 26.7 26.8 25.7
  3 815 36.8 36.4 36.4
  4/5 449 20.3 19.9 21.9
  2,215  
35-44 years 1 580 17.2 19.1 18.1
  2 913 27.0 27.4 26.5
  3 1,232 36.5 35.3 35.4
  4/5 655 19.4 18.2 19.9
  3,380  
45-54 years 1 478 18.7 20.7 19.8
  2 688 27.0 27.5 26.8
  3 901 35.3 34.3 34.4
  4/5 484 19.0 17.5 19.0
  2,551  
55-64 years 1 477 24.6 27.2 25.3
  2 543 28.0 28.2 27.6
  3 621 32.0 30.3 31.3
  4/5 300 15.5 14.2 15.8
  1,941  
65 years + 1 859 29.6 34.0 32.4
  2 827 28.5 29.1 28.8
  3 837 28.9 26.3 27.2
  4/5 374 12.9 10.6 11.7
 2,897  
Grand Total 15,356  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.15: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Lincoln Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 862 36.4 34.7 34.4
  2 724 30.5 30.8 30.6
  3 575 24.3 25.2 25.4
  4/5 209 8.8 9.3 9.6
  2,370  
25-34 years 1 444 20.0 20.7 19.5
  2 659 29.7 29.7 28.5
  3 746 33.7 33.3 33.8
  4/5 366 16.5 16.2 18.2
  2,214  
35-44 years 1 711 21.0 23.1 21.9
  2 1,015 30.0 30.1 29.2
  3 1,125 33.3 32.0 32.5
  4/5 528 15.6 14.7 16.4
  3,379  
45-54 years 1 578 22.7 24.7 23.7
  2 760 29.8 30.1 29.3
  3 819 32.1 31.0 31.4
  4/5 393 15.4 14.2 15.6
  2,550  
55-64 years 1 560 28.9 31.6 29.5
  2 584 30.1 29.9 29.5
  3 554 28.6 27.0 28.1
  4/5 242 12.5 11.5 12.9
  1,940  
65 years + 1 988 34.1 38.7 36.9
  2 866 29.9 29.9 29.7
  3 739 25.5 22.8 23.8
  4/5 303 10.5 8.6 9.5
 2,896  
Grand Total 15,349  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.4. Niagara Falls 

 
Table 3.16: Niagara Falls - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Niagara Falls # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 78,815 - 19.2 2
Population, 1996 76,917 - 19.1 2
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

2.5 - - 7

Total population 15 years and 
over 

64,555 81.9 19.2 5

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 71,520 90.7 19.4 8
French only 85 0.1 14.8 4
English and French 5,555 7.0 16.7 5
Neither English nor French 850 1.1 36.0 1
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

15,430 19.6 21.7 3

Before 1961 5,400 6.9 19.1 5
1961-1970 3,200 4.1 22.3 3
1971-1980 2,030 2.6 20.1 4
1981-1990 2,000 2.5 24.6 2
1991-1995 1,245 1.6 26.5 1
1996-2001 1,555 2.0 27.5 2

Total visible minority population 4,265 5.4 24.6 2
Total aboriginal population 865 1.1 16.7 7
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 5,941 7.5 20.7 4
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

10,561 13.4 20.0 7

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

16,577 21.0 20.7 3

Trades certificate or diploma 2,315 2.9 18.4 10
College  
With certificate or diploma 12,632 16.0 18.8 10
Without certificate or diploma 4,850 6.2 20.4 4
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

5,615 7.1 15.3 8

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

5,270 6.7 19.3 6

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.17: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   
Niagara 

Falls 
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 2,977 31.1 30.9 30.6
  2 2,912 30.4 30.4 30.1
  3 2,679 28.0 28.1 28.3
  4/5 995 10.4 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 1,870 19.0 17.7 16.8
  2 2,801 28.5 27.9 26.8
  3 3,472 35.3 36.0 36.2
  4/5 1,688 17.2 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 2,605 20.8 19.9 18.9
  2 3,615 28.8 28.5 27.6
  3 4,303 34.3 34.8 35.1
  4/5 2,023 16.1 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 2,512 22.2 21.5 20.6
  2 3,275 29.0 28.6 27.8
  3 3,772 33.4 33.8 34.1
  4/5 1,737 15.4 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 2,322 29.8 28.0 26.1
  2 2,297 29.4 29.1 28.5
  3 2,242 28.7 29.8 30.8
  4/5 941 12.1 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 4,660 36.7 34.8 33.1
  2 3,814 30.0 29.8 29.5
  3 3,111 24.5 25.6 26.6
  4/5 1,119 8.8 9.8 10.8
   12,705       
Grand Total   63,743       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Niagara Falls 

Of Niagara Falls’ total population, 41.9 percent has achieved a level of 

educational attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all 

communities in the Region, Niagara Falls ranks 3rd with respect to the proportion 

of individuals without a high school diploma and has the second largest 

population. As such, relative to other communities, Niagara Falls’ population 

exhibits lower educational attainment. The community also ranks 10th in terms of 

the proportion of its population with a trade’s certificate. Other key demographic 

observation includes Nigara Falls’ larger visible minority population relative to 

other communities in the Region. A regional comparision of selected 

demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Niagara Falls varies across proficiency 

domains. On average, the community exhibits a higher proportion of its 

population with level 1 literacy relative to the Region. The disparity is more 

pronounced when compared to the province. For those aged 25 to 34, for 

example, the proportion of the community’s population at level 1 is 19 percent, 

significantly higher than the Region and Ontario (17.7 and 16.8 percent, 

respectively). Similar observations are found for those aged 35 and up. This 

disparity is less pronounced, however, for those aged 15 to 24 years. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.18: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Niagara Falls Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 2,697 28.2 28.0 27.8
  2 2,948 30.8 30.7 30.5
  3 2,885 30.2 30.3 30.4
  4/5 1,031 10.8 11.0 11.3
  9,560  
25-34 years 1 1,640 16.7 15.5 14.8
  2 2,750 28.0 27.3 26.1
  3 3,689 37.5 38.2 38.5
  4/5 1,753 17.8 19.0 20.6
  9,831  
35-44 years 1 2,295 18.3 17.5 16.7
  2 3,559 28.4 28.0 27.0
  3 4,582 36.5 37.0 37.3
  4/5 2,111 16.8 17.5 18.9
  12,547  
45-54 years 1 2,223 19.7 19.0 18.3
  2 3,234 28.6 28.2 27.4
  3 4,024 35.6 36.0 36.3
  4/5 1,815 16.1 16.8 18.0
  11,296  
55-64 years 1 2,095 26.9 25.2 23.5
  2 2,311 29.6 29.1 28.4
  3 2,411 30.9 31.9 33.0
  4/5 984 12.6 13.7 15.1
  7,801  
65 years + 1 4,251 33.5 31.7 30.1
  2 3,906 30.8 30.4 29.9
  3 3,375 26.6 27.7 28.7
  4/5 1,168 9.2 10.2 11.2
 12,700  
Grand Total 63,736  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
 
 



LITERACY IN THE NIAGARA REGION  PAGE ●  38  

 
Table 3.19: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Niagara Falls Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 2,891 30.2 30.0 29.7
  2 2,837 29.7 29.6 29.4
  3 2,755 28.8 28.9 29.0
  4/5 1,085 11.3 11.5 11.9
  9,568  
25-34 years 1 1,790 18.2 16.9 16.0
  2 2,688 27.3 26.8 25.7
  3 3,522 35.8 36.4 36.4
  4/5 1,832 18.6 19.9 21.9
  9,832  
35-44 years 1 2,504 20.0 19.1 18.1
  2 3,475 27.7 27.4 26.5
  3 4,376 34.9 35.3 35.4
  4/5 2,193 17.5 18.2 19.9
  12,548  
45-54 years 1 2,421 21.4 20.7 19.8
  2 3,153 27.9 27.5 26.8
  3 3,842 34.0 34.3 34.4
  4/5 1,883 16.7 17.5 19.0
  11,299  
55-64 years 1 2,261 29.0 27.2 25.3
  2 2,232 28.6 28.2 27.6
  3 2,292 29.4 30.3 31.3
  4/5 1,019 13.1 14.2 15.8
  7,804  
65 years + 1 4,561 35.9 34.0 32.4
  2 3,737 29.4 29.1 28.8
  3 3,199 25.2 26.3 27.2
  4/5 1,212 9.5 10.6 11.7
 12,709  
Grand Total 63,761  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.20: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Niagara Falls Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 3,342 35.0 34.7 34.4
  2 2,951 30.9 30.8 30.6
  3 2,397 25.1 25.2 25.4
  4/5 870 9.1 9.3 9.6
  9,560  
25-34 years 1 2,179 22.2 20.7 19.5
  2 2,964 30.2 29.7 28.5
  3 3,206 32.6 33.3 33.8
  4/5 1,479 15.1 16.2 18.2
  9,828  
35-44 years 1 3,017 24.1 23.1 21.9
  2 3,812 30.4 30.1 29.2
  3 3,950 31.5 32.0 32.5
  4/5 1,764 14.1 14.7 16.4
  12,543  
45-54 years 1 2,892 25.6 24.7 23.7
  2 3,437 30.4 30.1 29.3
  3 3,451 30.6 31.0 31.4
  4/5 1,514 13.4 14.2 15.6
  11,294  
55-64 years 1 2,610 33.5 31.6 29.5
  2 2,347 30.1 29.9 29.5
  3 2,023 25.9 27.0 28.1
  4/5 821 10.5 11.5 12.9
  7,802  
65 years + 1 5,168 40.7 38.7 36.9
  2 3,800 29.9 29.9 29.7
  3 2,759 21.7 22.8 23.8
  4/5 979 7.7 8.6 9.5
 12,706  
Grand Total 63,732  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.5. Niagara-On-The-Lake 

 
Table 3.21: Niagara-On-The-Lake - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Niagara-On-The-Lake # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 13,839 - 3.4 10
Population, 1996 13,238 - 3.3 10
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

4.5 - - 5

Total population 15 years and 
over 

11,750 84.9 3.5 1

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 12,325 89.1 3.3 10
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 915 6.6 2.7 7
Neither English nor French 145 1.0 6.1 2
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

3,405 24.6 4.8 1

Before 1961 1,600 11.6 5.7 1
1961-1970 780 5.6 5.4 1
1971-1980 450 3.3 4.5 1
1981-1990 240 1.7 2.9 7
1991-1995 205 1.5 4.4 2
1996-2001 130 0.9 2.3 4

Total visible minority population 240 1.7 1.4 10
Total aboriginal population 55 0.4 1.1 11
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 956 6.9 3.3 6
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

1,717 12.4 3.2 10

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

2,157 15.6 2.7 11

Trades certificate or diploma 275 2.0 2.2 12
College  
With certificate or diploma 2,343 16.9 3.5 7
Without certificate or diploma 681 4.9 2.9 10
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,925 13.9 5.2 2

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,201 8.7 4.4 1

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.22: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

    

Niagara-
on-the-

Lake  
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 482 33.7 30.9 30.6
  2 442 30.9 30.4 30.1
  3 379 26.5 28.1 28.3
  4/5 127 8.9 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 173 16.4 17.7 16.8
  2 292 27.6 27.9 26.8
  3 388 36.7 36.0 36.2
  4/5 203 19.3 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 350 17.6 19.9 18.9
  2 552 27.7 28.5 27.6
  3 717 36.0 34.8 35.1
  4/5 371 18.7 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 402 18.7 21.5 20.6
  2 591 27.5 28.6 27.8
  3 756 35.2 33.8 34.1
  4/5 397 18.5 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 435 23.0 28.0 26.1
  2 521 27.5 29.1 28.5
  3 614 32.5 29.8 30.8
  4/5 321 17.0 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 760 27.7 34.8 33.1
  2 787 28.7 29.8 29.5
  3 817 29.8 25.6 26.6
  4/5 377 13.8 9.8 10.8
  2,741       
Grand Total   11,252       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Niagara-On-The-Lake 

With respect to demographic categories the above tables illustrates that 

34.9 percent of Niagara-On-The-Lake’s population has achieved a level of 

educational attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all 

communities in Niagara, Niagara-On-The-Lake ranks 9th with respect to the 

proportion of individuals without a high school diploma. This community ranks 

second, however, with respect the proportion of the population with a university 

degree and first with respect to individuals having some university education. An 

additional noteworthy demographic observation includes the fact that this 

community has the largest immigrant population proportionately relative to other 

communities in the Region. A regional comparision of selected demographic 

characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Niagara-On-The-Lake varies across proficiency 

domains. On average, for individuals aged 25 and above, the community exhibits 

a lower proportion of its population with levels 1 and 2 literacy relative to the 

Region and Ontario. For those aged 35-44, for example, the proportion of the 

community’s population at level 1 is 17.6 percent, significantly lower than the 

Region and the province (19.9 and 18.9 percent, respectively). These disparities 

increase with age. Among those aged 15 to 24, however, the community exhibits 

a higher proportion of its population in lower literacy levels. For those in the 15-

24, for example, the proportion of individuals with level 1 literacy within the 

community is 33.7 percent compared to 30.9 and 30.6 percent for the Region 

and the province respectively. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.23: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Niagara-on-
the-Lake 

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 438 30.6 28.0 27.8
  2 451 31.5 30.7 30.5
  3 409 28.6 30.3 30.4
  4/5 132 9.2 11.0 11.3
  1,430  
25-34 years 1 151 14.3 15.5 14.8
  2 284 27.0 27.3 26.1
  3 411 39.0 38.2 38.5
  4/5 209 19.8 19.0 20.6
  1,055  
35-44 years 1 306 15.4 17.5 16.7
  2 539 27.1 28.0 27.0
  3 762 38.3 37.0 37.3
  4/5 383 19.3 17.5 18.9
  1,990  
45-54 years 1 355 16.5 19.0 18.3
  2 580 27.0 28.2 27.4
  3 803 37.4 36.0 36.3
  4/5 407 19.0 16.8 18.0
  2,145  
55-64 years 1 390 20.6 25.2 23.5
  2 516 27.3 29.1 28.4
  3 656 34.7 31.9 33.0
  4/5 328 17.4 13.7 15.1
  1,890  
65 years + 1 686 25.0 31.7 30.1
  2 790 28.8 30.4 29.9
  3 876 32.0 27.7 28.7
  4/5 388 14.2 10.2 11.2
 2,740  
Grand Total 11,252  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.24: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Niagara-on-
the-Lake  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 469 32.7 30.0 29.7
  2 432 30.2 29.6 29.4
  3 391 27.3 28.9 29.0
  4/5 139 9.7 11.5 11.9
  1,431  
25-34 years 1 164 15.6 16.9 16.0
  2 279 26.5 26.8 25.7
  3 391 37.1 36.4 36.4
  4/5 220 20.9 19.9 21.9
  1,055  
35-44 years 1 334 16.8 19.1 18.1
  2 529 26.6 27.4 26.5
  3 725 36.4 35.3 35.4
  4/5 402 20.2 18.2 19.9
  1,990  
45-54 years 1 385 17.9 20.7 19.8
  2 568 26.5 27.5 26.8
  3 763 35.5 34.3 34.4
  4/5 430 20.1 17.5 19.0
  2,145  
55-64 years 1 421 22.3 27.2 25.3
  2 503 26.6 28.2 27.6
  3 620 32.8 30.3 31.3
  4/5 347 18.3 14.2 15.8
  1,891  
65 years + 1 738 26.9 34.0 32.4
  2 764 27.9 29.1 28.8
  3 830 30.3 26.3 27.2
  4/5 409 14.9 10.6 11.7
 2,741  
Grand Total 11,254  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.25: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Niagara-on-
the-Lake  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 539 37.7 34.7 34.4
  2 444 31.1 30.8 30.6
  3 336 23.5 25.2 25.4
  4/5 111 7.8 9.3 9.6
  1,430  
25-34 years 1 203 19.3 20.7 19.5
  2 311 29.5 29.7 28.5
  3 360 34.1 33.3 33.8
  4/5 180 17.1 16.2 18.2
  1,055  
35-44 years 1 409 20.6 23.1 21.9
  2 588 29.6 30.1 29.2
  3 664 33.4 32.0 32.5
  4/5 328 16.5 14.7 16.4
  1,990  
45-54 years 1 465 21.7 24.7 23.7
  2 625 29.1 30.1 29.3
  3 701 32.7 31.0 31.4
  4/5 353 16.5 14.2 15.6
  2,145  
55-64 years 1 494 26.2 31.6 29.5
  2 543 28.7 29.9 29.5
  3 566 29.9 27.0 28.1
  4/5 287 15.2 11.5 12.9
  1,890  
65 years + 1 855 31.2 38.7 36.9
  2 807 29.4 29.9 29.7
  3 744 27.1 22.8 23.8
  4/5 335 12.2 8.6 9.5
 2,740  
Grand Total 11,250  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.6. Pelham 

 
Table 3.26: Pelham - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Pelham 
 

# of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 15,272 - 3.7 9
Population, 1996 14,343 - 3.6 9
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

6.5 - - 4

Total population 15 years and 
over 

12,435 81.4 3.7 7

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 14,135 92.6 3.8 6
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 1,100 7.2 3.3 4
Neither English nor French 0 0.0 0.0 11
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

2,255 14.8 3.2 7

Before 1961 960 6.3 3.4 8
1961-1970 495 3.2 3.4 6
1971-1980 445 2.9 4.4 3
1981-1990 210 1.4 2.6 8
1991-1995 65 0.4 1.4 10
1996-2001 85 0.6 1.5 8

Total visible minority population 270 1.8 1.6 8
Total aboriginal population 40 0.3 0.8 12
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 596 3.9 2.1 11
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

1,912 12.5 3.6 9

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

2,267 14.8 2.8 12

Trades certificate or diploma 410 2.7 3.3 11
College  
With certificate or diploma 2,827 18.5 4.2 3
Without certificate or diploma 696 4.6 2.9 11
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

2,455 16.1 6.7 1

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,256 8.2 4.6 2

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.27: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   Pelham  
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 584 29.4 30.9 30.6
  2 602 30.3 30.4 30.1
  3 577 29.1 28.1 28.3
  4/5 222 11.2 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 169 12.7 17.7 16.8
  2 341 25.6 27.9 26.8
  3 514 38.5 36.0 36.2
  4/5 310 23.2 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 332 14.5 19.9 18.9
  2 609 26.6 28.5 27.6
  3 862 37.6 34.8 35.1
  4/5 487 21.3 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 434 16.5 21.5 20.6
  2 710 27.0 28.6 27.8
  3 960 36.5 33.8 34.1
  4/5 527 20.0 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 409 21.9 28.0 26.1
  2 524 28.1 29.1 28.5
  3 622 33.3 29.8 30.8
  4/5 310 16.6 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 700 30.3 34.8 33.1
  2 681 29.5 29.8 29.5
  3 656 28.4 25.6 26.6
  4/5 274 11.9 9.8 10.8
 2,311       
Grand Total   12,417       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Pelham 

The above tables illustrate that 31.2 percent of Pelham’s population has 

achieved a level of educational attainment no greater than a high school diploma. 

Among all communities in Niagara, Pelham ranks 12th with respect to the 

proportion of individuals without a high school diploma. The community ranks first 

with respect the proportion of the population with a university degree and second 

with respect to individuals having some university education. Other key 

demographic observations include a 6.5 percent change in population between 

1996 and 2001. A regional comparision of selected demographic characteristics 

is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Pelham varies across proficiency domains. On 

average, for individuals aged 15 to 24, the community exhibits a distribution of 

literacy skills similar to that of the Region and the province. However, for those 

aged 25 and above, the community consistently exhibits a lower proportion of its 

population with a level 1 literacy level. For those aged 25 to 34, for example, the 

proportion of the community’s population at level 1 is 12.7 percent,which is 

markedly lower than the Region and the province (17.7 and 16.8 percent, 

respectively). This observation is also illustrated for those aged 35 and above, 

and disparities are more pronounced with age. Pelham, therefore, exhibits a 

greater proportion of its population in higher literacy levels.  

 Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.28: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Pelham Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 528 26.6 28.0 27.8
  2 607 30.6 30.7 30.5
  3 620 31.2 30.3 30.4
  4/5 230 11.6 11.0 11.3
  1,985  
25-34 years 1 146 10.9 15.5 14.8
  2 329 24.7 27.3 26.1
  3 545 40.8 38.2 38.5
  4/5 315 23.6 19.0 20.6
  1,335  
35-44 years 1 287 12.5 17.5 16.7
  2 590 25.7 28.0 27.0
  3 915 39.9 37.0 37.3
  4/5 499 21.8 17.5 18.9
  2,291  
45-54 years 1 380 14.4 19.0 18.3
  2 691 26.3 28.2 27.4
  3 1,019 38.7 36.0 36.3
  4/5 540 20.5 16.8 18.0
  2,631  
55-64 years 1 364 19.5 25.2 23.5
  2 517 27.7 29.1 28.4
  3 664 35.6 31.9 33.0
  4/5 321 17.2 13.7 15.1
  1,865  
65 years + 1 633 27.4 31.7 30.1
  2 687 29.7 30.4 29.9
  3 706 30.5 27.7 28.7
  4/5 285 12.3 10.2 11.2
 2,310  
Grand Total 12,417  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.29: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Pelham Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 566 28.5 30.0 29.7
  2 585 29.5 29.6 29.4
  3 593 29.8 28.9 29.0
  4/5 242 12.2 11.5 11.9
  1,986  
25-34 years 1 159 11.9 16.9 16.0
  2 326 24.4 26.8 25.7
  3 514 38.5 36.4 36.4
  4/5 336 25.2 19.9 21.9
  1,335  
35-44 years 1 315 13.7 19.1 18.1
  2 582 25.4 27.4 26.5
  3 866 37.8 35.3 35.4
  4/5 527 23.0 18.2 19.9
  2,290  
45-54 years 1 415 15.8 20.7 19.8
  2 679 25.8 27.5 26.8
  3 966 36.7 34.3 34.4
  4/5 570 21.7 17.5 19.0
  2,630  
55-64 years 1 395 21.2 27.2 25.3
  2 505 27.1 28.2 27.6
  3 630 33.8 30.3 31.3
  4/5 336 18.0 14.2 15.8
  1,866  
65 years + 1 681 29.5 34.0 32.4
  2 663 28.7 29.1 28.8
  3 671 29.0 26.3 27.2
  4/5 297 12.8 10.6 11.7
 2,311  
Grand Total 12,419  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.30: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Pelham  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 658 33.2 34.7 34.4
  2 614 30.9 30.8 30.6
  3 518 26.1 25.2 25.4
  4/5 194 9.8 9.3 9.6
  1,985  
25-34 years 1 201 15.1 20.7 19.5
  2 369 27.7 29.7 28.5
  3 484 36.3 33.3 33.8
  4/5 280 21.0 16.2 18.2
  1,335  
35-44 years 1 394 17.2 23.1 21.9
  2 656 28.6 30.1 29.2
  3 805 35.2 32.0 32.5
  4/5 435 19.0 14.7 16.4
  2,289  
45-54 years 1 508 19.3 24.7 23.7
  2 758 28.8 30.1 29.3
  3 894 34.0 31.0 31.4
  4/5 469 17.8 14.2 15.6
  2,630  
55-64 years 1 469 25.2 31.6 29.5
  2 550 29.5 29.9 29.5
  3 571 30.6 27.0 28.1
  4/5 274 14.7 11.5 12.9
  1,865  
65 years + 1 785 34.0 38.7 36.9
  2 694 30.0 29.9 29.7
  3 591 25.6 22.8 23.8
  4/5 240 10.4 8.6 9.5
 2,310  
Grand Total 12,414  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.7. Port Colborne 

 
Table 3.31: Port Colborne - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Port Colborne # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 18,450 - 4.5 7
Population, 1996 18,451 - 4.6 7
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

0.0 - - 10

Total population 15 years and 
over 

15,335 83.1 4.6 2

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 16,155 87.6 4.4 11
French only 20 0.1 3.5 3
English and French 1,980 10.7 5.9 2
Neither English nor French 10 0.1 0.4 10
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

2,190 11.9 3.1 12

Before 1961 1,245 6.7 4.4 6
1961-1970 520 2.8 3.6 9
1971-1980 175 0.9 1.7 12
1981-1990 130 0.7 1.6 12
1991-1995 70 0.4 1.5 11
1996-2001 50 0.3 0.9 11

Total visible minority population 140 0.8 0.8 11
Total aboriginal population 305 1.7 5.9 3
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 1,887 10.2 6.6 1
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

2,503 13.6 4.7 6

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

4,039 21.9 5.0 2

Trades certificate or diploma 715 3.9 5.7 1
College  
With certificate or diploma 3,022 16.4 4.5 9
Without certificate or diploma 1,156 6.3 4.9 3
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

865 4.7 2.4 11

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

841 4.6 3.1 12

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.32: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   
Port 

Colborne  
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 667 31.8 30.9 30.6
  2 637 30.4 30.4 30.1
  3 579 27.6 28.1 28.3
  4/5 213 10.2 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 386 19.6 17.7 16.8
  2 564 28.7 27.9 26.8
  3 687 34.9 36.0 36.2
  4/5 329 16.7 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 593 21.0 19.9 18.9
  2 827 29.3 28.5 27.6
  3 969 34.3 34.8 35.1
  4/5 436 15.4 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 603 22.8 21.5 20.6
  2 781 29.5 28.6 27.8
  3 879 33.2 33.8 34.1
  4/5 383 14.5 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 598 31.9 28.0 26.1
  2 560 29.8 29.1 28.5
  3 516 27.5 29.8 30.8
  4/5 202 10.8 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 1,390 38.4 34.8 33.1
  2 1,090 30.1 29.8 29.5
  3 848 23.4 25.6 26.6
  4/5 289 8.0 9.8 10.8
  3,617       
Grand Total   15,023       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Port Colborne 

With respect to demographic categories, 45.7 percent of Port Colborne’s 

population has achieved a level of educational attainment no greater than a high 

school diploma. Among all communities in Niagara, Port Colborne ranks 2nd with 

respect to the proportion of individuals without a high school diploma. The 

community ranks 11th in terms of the proportion of the population with a university 

degree and 12th with respect to individuals having some university education. As 

such, relative to other communities, the Port Colborne population exhibits lower 

educational attainment. A regional comparision of selected demographic 

characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Port Colborne varies across the proficiency 

domains. On average, the community consistently exhibits a higher proportion of 

its population with a level 1 literacy level. For those aged 25 to 34, for example, 

the proportion of the community’s population at level 1 is 19.6 percent, 

significantly lower than the Region and the province (17.7 and 16.8 percent 

respectively). This observation is also illustrated for those aged 35 and up, but is 

more pronounced for those aged 65 and up. Among individuals in the latter 

cohort, for example, the proportion of individuals with level 1 literacy within the 

community is 38.4 percent compared to 34.8 for the Region and 33.1 percent for 

the province. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.33: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Port 
Colborne  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 604 28.8 28.0 27.8
  2 645 30.8 30.7 30.5
  3 623 29.8 30.3 30.4
  4/5 222 10.6 11.0 11.3
  2,095  
25-34 years 1 339 17.3 15.5 14.8
  2 554 28.2 27.3 26.1
  3 731 37.2 38.2 38.5
  4/5 342 17.4 19.0 20.6
  1,965  
35-44 years 1 521 18.5 17.5 16.7
  2 815 28.9 28.0 27.0
  3 1,031 36.5 37.0 37.3
  4/5 458 16.2 17.5 18.9
  2,825  
45-54 years 1 532 20.1 19.0 18.3
  2 771 29.2 28.2 27.4
  3 938 35.5 36.0 36.3
  4/5 404 15.3 16.8 18.0
  2,645  
55-64 years 1 540 28.8 25.2 23.5
  2 566 30.2 29.1 28.4
  3 556 29.7 31.9 33.0
  4/5 213 11.3 13.7 15.1
  1,875  
65 years + 1 1,268 35.1 31.7 30.1
  2 1,119 31.0 30.4 29.9
  3 923 25.5 27.7 28.7
  4/5 305 8.4 10.2 11.2
 3,615  
Grand Total 15,021  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.34: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Port 
Colborne  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 648 30.9 30.0 29.7
  2 621 29.6 29.6 29.4
  3 595 28.4 28.9 29.0
  4/5 232 11.1 11.5 11.9
  2,097  
25-34 years 1 369 18.8 16.9 16.0
  2 541 27.5 26.8 25.7
  3 698 35.5 36.4 36.4
  4/5 357 18.2 19.9 21.9
  1,966  
35-44 years 1 570 20.2 19.1 18.1
  2 795 28.1 27.4 26.5
  3 988 35.0 35.3 35.4
  4/5 473 16.7 18.2 19.9
  2,826  
45-54 years 1 581 22.0 20.7 19.8
  2 752 28.4 27.5 26.8
  3 898 34.0 34.3 34.4
  4/5 415 15.7 17.5 19.0
  2,646  
55-64 years 1 583 31.1 27.2 25.3
  2 545 29.0 28.2 27.6
  3 530 28.2 30.3 31.3
  4/5 219 11.7 14.2 15.8
  1,876  
65 years + 1 1,363 37.7 34.0 32.4
  2 1,069 29.6 29.1 28.8
  3 874 24.2 26.3 27.2
  4/5 312 8.6 10.6 11.7
 3,618  
Grand Total 15,027  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.35: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Port 
Colborne  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 747 35.7 34.7 34.4
  2 645 30.8 30.8 30.6
  3 518 24.7 25.2 25.4
  4/5 185 8.8 9.3 9.6
  2,095  
25-34 years 1 449 22.8 20.7 19.5
  2 596 30.3 29.7 28.5
  3 632 32.2 33.3 33.8
  4/5 288 14.7 16.2 18.2
  1,965  
35-44 years 1 688 24.4 23.1 21.9
  2 871 30.8 30.1 29.2
  3 890 31.5 32.0 32.5
  4/5 376 13.3 14.7 16.4
  2,824  
45-54 years 1 695 26.3 24.7 23.7
  2 820 31.0 30.1 29.3
  3 800 30.3 31.0 31.4
  4/5 329 12.4 14.2 15.6
  2,645  
55-64 years 1 670 35.7 31.6 29.5
  2 569 30.3 29.9 29.5
  3 462 24.6 27.0 28.1
  4/5 175 9.3 11.5 12.9
  1,875  
65 years + 1 1,538 42.5 38.7 36.9
  2 1,082 29.9 29.9 29.7
  3 746 20.6 22.8 23.8
  4/5 250 6.9 8.6 9.5
 3,617  
Grand Total 15,021  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.8. St. Catharines 

 
Table 3.36: St. Catharines - Demographic Overview (2001) 

St. Catharines # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 129,170 - 31.5 1
Population, 1996 130,926 - 32.4 1
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

-1.3 - - 12

Total population 15 years and 
over 

107,025 82.9 31.9 3

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 116,220 90.0 31.6 9
French only 180 0.1 31.3 2
English and French 9,605 7.4 28.8 3
Neither English nor French 870 0.7 36.9 3
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

25,805 20.0 36.2 2

Before 1961 9,100 7.0 32.2 4
1961-1970 4,890 3.8 34.1 4
1971-1980 4,170 3.2 41.3 2
1981-1990 3,300 2.6 40.5 1
1991-1995 1,710 1.3 36.3 4
1996-2001 2,630 2.0 46.5 1

Total visible minority population 8,375 6.5 48.2 1
Total aboriginal population 1,475 1.1 28.4 5
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 8,854 6.9 30.8 7
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

15,500 12.0 29.3 11

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

25,225 19.5 31.4 6

Trades certificate or diploma 3,895 3.0 30.9 9
College  
With certificate or diploma 20,085 15.5 29.8 11
Without certificate or diploma 7,508 5.8 31.6 6
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

13,915 10.8 37.9 4

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

9,600 7.4 35.1 3

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.37: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   
St. 

Catharines  
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 4,758 29.8 30.9 30.6
  2 4,830 30.2 30.4 30.1
  3 4,604 28.8 28.1 28.3
  4/5 1,787 11.2 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 2,735 17.3 17.7 16.8
  2 4,355 27.5 27.9 26.8
  3 5,713 36.1 36.0 36.2
  4/5 3,024 19.1 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 3,834 19.9 19.9 18.9
  2 5,433 28.2 28.5 27.6
  3 6,683 34.7 34.8 35.1
  4/5 3,327 17.3 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 3,804 20.9 21.5 20.6
  2 5,126 28.2 28.6 27.8
  3 6,180 34.0 33.8 34.1
  4/5 3,068 16.9 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 3,901 28.0 28.0 26.1
  2 4,031 29.0 29.1 28.5
  3 4,135 29.7 29.8 30.8
  4/5 1,852 13.3 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 7,313 34.2 34.8 33.1
  2 6,351 29.7 29.8 29.5
  3 5,552 26.0 25.6 26.6
  4/5 2,162 10.1 9.8 10.8
  21,378       
Grand Total   104,556       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for St. Catharines 

Based upon the analysis above, 38.4 percent of St. Catharines population 

has achieved a level of educational attainment no greater than a high school 

diploma. Among all communities in Niagara, St Catharines ranks 6th with respect 

to the proportion of individuals without a high school diploma. This community 

ranks 4th with respect to the proportion of the population with a university degree 

and 3rd with respect to individuals having some university education. Other key 

demographic observations include the largest visible minority population, as a 

proportion of overall population, as well as a decline in population over the 1996 

to 2001 period. A regional comparision of selected demographic characteristics is 

presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in St. Catharines varies across to the proficiency 

domains. On average the community exhibits a distribution of literacy skills 

similar to that of the Region and the province. Further details on literacy levels 

within each proficiency domain are illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.38: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

St. 
Catharines  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 4,306 27.0 28.0 27.8
  2 4,877 30.5 30.7 30.5
  3 4,949 31.0 30.3 30.4
  4/5 1,845 11.5 11.0 11.3
  15,976  
25-34 years 1 2,400 15.2 15.5 14.8
  2 4,256 26.9 27.3 26.1
  3 6,071 38.4 38.2 38.5
  4/5 3,101 19.6 19.0 20.6
  15,829  
35-44 years 1 3,382 17.5 17.5 16.7
  2 5,342 27.7 28.0 27.0
  3 7,112 36.9 37.0 37.3
  4/5 3,442 17.9 17.5 18.9
  19,278  
45-54 years 1 3,368 18.5 19.0 18.3
  2 5,048 27.8 28.2 27.4
  3 6,589 36.2 36.0 36.3
  4/5 3,174 17.5 16.8 18.0
  18,178  
55-64 years 1 3,511 25.2 25.2 23.5
  2 4,037 29.0 29.1 28.4
  3 4,440 31.9 31.9 33.0
  4/5 1,927 13.9 13.7 15.1
  13,917  
65 years + 1 6,650 31.1 31.7 30.1
  2 6,462 30.2 30.4 29.9
  3 6,006 28.1 27.7 28.7
  4/5 2,253 10.5 10.2 11.2
 21,371  
Grand Total 104,549  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.39: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

St. 
Catharines  

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 4,615 28.9 30.0 29.7
  2 4,700 29.4 29.6 29.4
  3 4,725 29.6 28.9 29.0
  4/5 1,947 12.2 11.5 11.9
  15,987  
25-34 years 1 2,609 16.5 16.9 16.0
  2 4,176 26.4 26.8 25.7
  3 5,765 36.4 36.4 36.4
  4/5 3,279 20.7 19.9 21.9
  15,829  
35-44 years 1 3,682 19.1 19.1 18.1
  2 5,221 27.1 27.4 26.5
  3 6,770 35.1 35.3 35.4
  4/5 3,606 18.7 18.2 19.9
  19,280  
45-54 years 1 3,661 20.1 20.7 19.8
  2 4,932 27.1 27.5 26.8
  3 6,264 34.5 34.3 34.4
  4/5 3,323 18.3 17.5 19.0
  18,180  
55-64 years 1 3,794 27.3 27.2 25.3
  2 3,909 28.1 28.2 27.6
  3 4,215 30.3 30.3 31.3
  4/5 2,003 14.4 14.2 15.8
  13,921  
65 years + 1 7,148 33.4 34.0 32.4
  2 6,205 29.0 29.1 28.8
  3 5,693 26.6 26.3 27.2
  4/5 2,338 10.9 10.6 11.7
 21,384  
Grand Total 104,582  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.40: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

St. 
Catharines ( 

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 5,355 33.5 34.7 34.4
  2 4,914 30.8 30.8 30.6
  3 4,138 25.9 25.2 25.4
  4/5 1,568 9.8 9.3 9.6
  15,975  
25-34 years 1 3,195 20.2 20.7 19.5
  2 4,632 29.3 29.7 28.5
  3 5,302 33.5 33.3 33.8
  4/5 2,692 17.0 16.2 18.2
  15,821  
35-44 years 1 4,438 23.0 23.1 21.9
  2 5,736 29.8 30.1 29.2
  3 6,167 32.0 32.0 32.5
  4/5 2,931 15.2 14.7 16.4
  19,272  
45-54 years 1 4,382 24.1 24.7 23.7
  2 5,399 29.7 30.1 29.3
  3 5,686 31.3 31.0 31.4
  4/5 2,706 14.9 14.2 15.6
  18,173  
55-64 years 1 4,397 31.6 31.6 29.5
  2 4,146 29.8 29.9 29.5
  3 3,750 26.9 27.0 28.1
  4/5 1,625 11.7 11.5 12.9
  13,917  
65 years + 1 8,141 38.1 38.7 36.9
  2 6,387 29.9 29.9 29.7
  3 4,956 23.2 22.8 23.8
  4/5 1,893 8.9 8.6 9.5
 21,378  
Grand Total 104,536  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.9. Thorold 

 
Table 3.41: Thorold - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Thorold # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 18,048 - 4.4 8
Population, 1996 17,883 - 4.4 8
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

0.9 - - 8

Total population 15 years and 
over 

14,600 80.9 4.3 8

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 16,810 93.1 4.6 3
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 1,065 5.9 3.2 8
Neither English nor French 90 0.5 3.8 4
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

2,490 13.8 3.5 8

Before 1961 1,170 6.5 4.1 7
1961-1970 425 2.4 3.0 10
1971-1980 360 2.0 3.6 8
1981-1990 350 1.9 4.3 3
1991-1995 115 0.6 2.4 7
1996-2001 70 0.4 1.2 10

Total visible minority population 450 2.5 2.6 6
Total aboriginal population 270 1.5 5.2 4
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 1,271 7.0 4.4 5
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

2,462 13.6 4.7 3

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

3,639 20.2 4.5 4

Trades certificate or diploma 565 3.1 4.5 6
College  
With certificate or diploma 3,087 17.1 4.6 6
Without certificate or diploma 1,076 6.0 4.5 5
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,385 7.7 3.8 7

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

1,041 5.8 3.8 8

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.42: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   Thorold 
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 756 32.4 30.9 30.6
  2 707 30.3 30.4 30.1
  3 634 27.2 28.1 28.3
  4/5 234 10.0 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 385 16.6 17.7 16.8
  2 642 27.7 27.9 26.8
  3 851 36.7 36.0 36.2
  4/5 442 19.1 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 601 19.0 19.9 18.9
  2 903 28.5 28.5 27.6
  3 1,120 35.4 34.8 35.1
  4/5 541 17.1 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 579 22.6 21.5 20.6
  2 751 29.3 28.6 27.8
  3 852 33.2 33.8 34.1
  4/5 383 14.9 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 497 30.4 28.0 26.1
  2 485 29.7 29.1 28.5
  3 464 28.4 29.8 30.8
  4/5 189 11.6 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 944 37.7 34.8 33.1
  2 754 30.1 29.8 29.5
  3 599 23.9 25.6 26.6
  4/5 209 8.4 9.8 10.8
  2,506       
Grand Total   14,523       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Thorold 

With respect to demographic categories, the above tables illustrate that 

40.8 percent of Thorold’s population has achieved a level of educational 

attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all communities in 

Niagara, Thorold ranks 4th with respect to the proportion of individuals without a 

high school diploma. The community also ranks 4th in terms of the proportion of 

its population that is aboriginal. A regional comparision of selected demographic 

characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in Thorold varies across to the proficiency 

domains. On average, among those aged 15 to 44 years, the community exhibits 

a similar distribution of literacy skills relative to the Region. However, for those 

aged 45 years and higher, the community consistently exhibits a higher 

proportion of its population with a level 1 literacy level. For those aged 55 to 64, 

for example, the proportion of the community’s population at level 1 is 30.4 

percent, significantly higher than the Region and the province (28 and 26.1 

percent respectively).  

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.43: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Thorold  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 687 29.5 28.0 27.8
  2 718 30.8 30.7 30.5
  3 683 29.3 30.3 30.4
  4/5 242 10.4 11.0 11.3
  2,330  
25-34 years 1 335 14.4 15.5 14.8
  2 627 27.0 27.3 26.1
  3 902 38.9 38.2 38.5
  4/5 457 19.7 19.0 20.6
  2,320  
35-44 years 1 525 16.6 17.5 16.7
  2 885 28.0 28.0 27.0
  3 1,190 37.6 37.0 37.3
  4/5 566 17.9 17.5 18.9
  3,165  
45-54 years 1 513 20.0 19.0 18.3
  2 742 28.9 28.2 27.4
  3 910 35.5 36.0 36.3
  4/5 401 15.6 16.8 18.0
  2,565  
55-64 years 1 449 27.4 25.2 23.5
  2 488 29.9 29.1 28.4
  3 500 30.6 31.9 33.0
  4/5 198 12.1 13.7 15.1
  1,635  
65 years + 1 862 34.4 31.7 30.1
  2 773 30.9 30.4 29.9
  3 651 26.0 27.7 28.7
  4/5 219 8.8 10.2 11.2
 2,505  
Grand Total 14,521  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.44: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Thorold  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 736 31.6 30.0 29.7
  2 690 29.6 29.6 29.4
  3 651 27.9 28.9 29.0
  4/5 254 10.9 11.5 11.9
  2,332  
25-34 years 1 367 15.8 16.9 16.0
  2 615 26.5 26.8 25.7
  3 859 37.0 36.4 36.4
  4/5 480 20.7 19.9 21.9
  2,320  
35-44 years 1 577 18.2 19.1 18.1
  2 866 27.3 27.4 26.5
  3 1,137 35.9 35.3 35.4
  4/5 587 18.5 18.2 19.9
  3,165  
45-54 years 1 558 21.7 20.7 19.8
  2 723 28.2 27.5 26.8
  3 869 33.9 34.3 34.4
  4/5 416 16.2 17.5 19.0
  2,566  
55-64 years 1 484 29.6 27.2 25.3
  2 472 28.8 28.2 27.6
  3 475 29.1 30.3 31.3
  4/5 205 12.5 14.2 15.8
  1,636  
65 years + 1 925 36.9 34.0 32.4
  2 739 29.5 29.1 28.8
  3 616 24.6 26.3 27.2
  4/5 226 9.0 10.6 11.7
 2,507  
Grand Total 14,526  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.45: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Thorold  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 846 36.3 34.7 34.4
  2 713 30.6 30.8 30.6
  3 567 24.3 25.2 25.4
  4/5 204 8.8 9.3 9.6
  2,330  
25-34 years 1 453 19.5 20.7 19.5
  2 686 29.6 29.7 28.5
  3 790 34.1 33.3 33.8
  4/5 390 16.8 16.2 18.2
  2,319  
35-44 years 1 702 22.2 23.1 21.9
  2 957 30.3 30.1 29.2
  3 1,034 32.7 32.0 32.5
  4/5 471 14.9 14.7 16.4
  3,164  
45-54 years 1 667 26.0 24.7 23.7
  2 788 30.7 30.1 29.3
  3 776 30.3 31.0 31.4
  4/5 333 13.0 14.2 15.6
  2,565  
55-64 years 1 559 34.2 31.6 29.5
  2 496 30.3 29.9 29.5
  3 416 25.5 27.0 28.1
  4/5 165 10.1 11.5 12.9
  1,635  
65 years + 1 1,046 41.7 38.7 36.9
  2 749 29.9 29.9 29.7
  3 529 21.1 22.8 23.8
  4/5 182 7.3 8.6 9.5
 2,506  
Grand Total 14,520  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.10. Wainfleet 

 
Table 3.46: Demographic Overview (2001) 

Wainfleet # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 6,258 - 1.5 12
Population, 1996 6,253 - 1.5 12
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

0.1 - - 9

Total population 15 years and 
over 

4,995 79.8 1.5 9

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 5,820 93.0 1.6 4
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 425 6.8 1.3 6
Neither English nor French 0 0.0 0.0 11
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

770 12.3 1.1 10

Before 1961 345 5.5 1.2 12
1961-1970 135 2.2 0.9 12
1971-1980 110 1.8 1.1 9
1981-1990 110 1.8 1.4 5
1991-1995 30 0.5 0.6 8
1996-2001 40 0.6 0.7 6

Total visible minority population 110 1.8 0.6 9
Total aboriginal population 70 1.1 1.4 6
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 495 7.9 1.7 3
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

871 13.9 1.6 2

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

1,106 17.7 1.4 8

Trades certificate or diploma 235 3.8 1.9 2
College  
With certificate or diploma 1,129 18.0 1.7 4
Without certificate or diploma 470 7.5 2.0 1
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

390 6.2 1.1 10

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

305 4.9 1.1 11

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.47: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   Wainfeet 
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 257 30.2 30.9 30.6
  2 254 29.8 30.4 30.1
  3 242 28.5 28.1 28.3
  4/5 97 11.5 10.6 11.0
  850     
25-34 years 1 92 16.2 17.7 16.8
  2 159 28.2 27.9 26.8
  3 209 37.0 36.0 36.2
  4/5 105 18.5 18.4 20.2
  565     
35-44 years 1 218 19.8 19.9 18.9
  2 321 29.2 28.5 27.6
  3 385 35.0 34.8 35.1
  4/5 176 16.0 16.8 18.4
  1,100     
45-54 years 1 218 23.2 21.5 20.6
  2 275 29.2 28.6 27.8
  3 309 32.9 33.8 34.1
  4/5 139 14.8 16.2 17.5
  940     
55-64 years 1 213 29.0 28.0 26.1
  2 220 29.9 29.1 28.5
  3 216 29.4 29.8 30.8
  4/5 86 11.8 13.2 14.6
  735     
65 years + 1 275 34.0 34.8 33.1
  2 243 30.0 29.8 29.5
  3 212 26.2 25.6 26.6
  4/5 79 9.8 9.8 10.8
  2,506 810     
Grand Total   5,001       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Wainfleet 

Of Wainfleet’s population, 39.5 percent has achieved a level of educational 

attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all communities in 

Niagara, Wainfleet ranks second with respect to the proportion of individuals with 

a trade certificate, first with respect to having some college education and 8th with 

respect to those without a high school diploma. Wainfleet is also the smallest 

community in the Region with respect to population size. A regional comparision 

of selected demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

On average Wainfleet exhibits literacy skills similar to that of the Region. 

Slight differences, however, are noticeable with respect to literacy skills among 

persons aged 24 to 35 years. In this age group, Wainfleet’s proportion of 

individuals with level 1 literacy is 16.2 percent compared to 17.7 percent in the 

Region. The community’s proportion of individuals with level 2 literacy is 28.2 

percent compared to 27.9 percent in the Region.  

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.48: Literacy Levels by Age Group – PROSE 

Wainfleet  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 233 27.4 28.0 27.8
  2 256 30.2 30.7 30.5
  3 260 30.6 30.3 30.4
  4/5 101 11.8 11.0 11.3
  850  
25-34 years 1 79 14.0 15.5 14.8
  2 155 27.5 27.3 26.1
  3 222 39.3 38.2 38.5
  4/5 109 19.3 19.0 20.6
  565  
35-44 years 1 191 17.3 17.5 16.7
  2 315 28.6 28.0 27.0
  3 410 37.2 37.0 37.3
  4/5 185 16.8 17.5 18.9
  1,100  
45-54 years 1 193 20.5 19.0 18.3
  2 271 28.9 28.2 27.4
  3 330 35.1 36.0 36.3
  4/5 146 15.5 16.8 18.0
  940  
55-64 years 1 191 26.0 25.2 23.5
  2 220 30.0 29.1 28.4
  3 232 31.5 31.9 33.0
  4/5 91 12.4 13.7 15.1
  735  
65 years + 1 250 30.8 31.7 30.1
  2 247 30.5 30.4 29.9
  3 230 28.3 27.7 28.7
  4/5 84 10.3 10.2 11.2
 810  
Grand Total 5,000  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.49: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Wainfleet  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 250 29.3 30.0 29.7
  2 247 29.0 29.6 29.4
  3 248 29.2 28.9 29.0
  4/5 106 12.5 11.5 11.9
  851  
25-34 years 1 87 15.4 16.9 16.0
  2 152 27.0 26.8 25.7
  3 212 37.5 36.4 36.4
  4/5 113 20.1 19.9 21.9
  565  
35-44 years 1 209 19.0 19.1 18.1
  2 308 28.0 27.4 26.5
  3 392 35.7 35.3 35.4
  4/5 191 17.3 18.2 19.9
  1,100  
45-54 years 1 210 22.4 20.7 19.8
  2 265 28.1 27.5 26.8
  3 315 33.5 34.3 34.4
  4/5 150 16.0 17.5 19.0
  940  
55-64 years 1 207 28.2 27.2 25.3
  2 213 29.0 28.2 27.6
  3 222 30.1 30.3 31.3
  4/5 94 12.7 14.2 15.8
  735  
65 years + 1 269 33.2 34.0 32.4
  2 237 29.3 29.1 28.8
  3 218 26.9 26.3 27.2
  4/5 86 10.6 10.6 11.7
 811  
Grand Total 5,002  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.50: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Wainfleet  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 288 33.9 34.7 34.4
  2 258 30.3 30.8 30.6
  3 218 25.7 25.2 25.4
  4/5 86 10.1 9.3 9.6
  850  
25-34 years 1 109 19.2 20.7 19.5
  2 171 30.2 29.7 28.5
  3 194 34.3 33.3 33.8
  4/5 92 16.2 16.2 18.2
  565  
35-44 years 1 255 23.2 23.1 21.9
  2 340 30.9 30.1 29.2
  3 353 32.1 32.0 32.5
  4/5 152 13.8 14.7 16.4
  1,100  
45-54 years 1 250 26.6 24.7 23.7
  2 288 30.6 30.1 29.3
  3 282 30.0 31.0 31.4
  4/5 120 12.8 14.2 15.6
  940  
55-64 years 1 241 32.7 31.6 29.5
  2 225 30.6 29.9 29.5
  3 195 26.6 27.0 28.1
  4/5 74 10.1 11.5 12.9
  735  
65 years + 1 307 37.9 38.7 36.9
  2 245 30.3 29.9 29.7
  3 189 23.3 22.8 23.8
  4/5 69 8.5 8.6 9.5
 810  
Grand Total 5,000  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.11. Welland 

 
Table 3.51: Welland - Demographic Overview (2001) 

Welland # of 
People 

% of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 48,402 - 11.8 3
Population, 1996 48,411 - 12.0 3
Population percentage change, 
1996-2001 

0.0 - - 10

Total population 15 years and 
over 

39,840 82.3 11.9 4

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 38,830 80.2 10.5 12
French only 280 0.6 48.7 1
English and French 8,375 17.3 25.1 1
Neither English nor French 220 0.5 9.3 5
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

5,900 12.2 8.3 11

Before 1961 2,950 6.1 10.4 9
1961-1970 1,045 2.2 7.3 11
1971-1980 585 1.2 5.8 11
1981-1990 560 1.2 6.9 9
1991-1995 495 1.0 10.5 6
1996-2001 255 0.5 4.5 9

Total visible minority population 1,330 2.7 7.7 4
Total aboriginal population 835 1.7 16.1 2
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 4,785 9.9 16.6 2
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

6,592 13.6 12.5 4

Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate 

9,645 19.9 12.0 5

Trades certificate or diploma 1,470 3.0 11.7 8
College  
With certificate or diploma 8,047 16.6 12.0 8
Without certificate or diploma 3,053 6.3 12.8 2
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

3,040 6.3 8.3 9

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

2,503 5.2 9.2 10

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.52: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   Welland 
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,821 30.2 30.9 30.6
  2 1,836 30.4 30.4 30.1
  3 1,731 28.7 28.1 28.3
  4/5 648 10.7 10.6 11.0
  6,036     
25-34 years 1 1,054 18.0 17.7 16.8
  2 1,664 28.4 27.9 26.8
  3 2,103 35.9 36.0 36.2
  4/5 1,034 17.7 18.4 20.2
  5,855     
35-44 years 1 1,619 21.2 19.9 18.9
  2 2,226 29.2 28.5 27.6
  3 2,607 34.1 34.8 35.1
  4/5 1,183 15.5 16.8 18.4
  7,635     
45-54 years 1 1,708 24.6 21.5 20.6
  2 2,032 29.2 28.6 27.8
  3 2,223 32.0 33.8 34.1
  4/5 988 14.2 16.2 17.5
  6,951     
55-64 years 1 1,522 30.2 28.0 26.1
  2 1,471 29.2 29.1 28.5
  3 1,430 28.4 29.8 30.8
  4/5 613 12.2 13.2 14.6
  5,036     
65 years + 1 2,896 38.1 34.8 33.1
  2 2,285 30.0 29.8 29.5
  3 1,797 23.6 25.6 26.6
  4/5 631 8.3 9.8 10.8
  2,506 7,608     
Grand Total   39,123       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for Welland 

With respect to demographic categories the above tables illustrates that 

43.4 percent of Welland’s population has achieved a level of educational 

attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all communities in 

Niagara, Welland ranks 5th with respect to the proportion of individuals without a 

high school diploma. The 3rd largest community in the Region, Welland ranks first 

with respect to its proportion of population with knowledge of both English and 

French.  Other key demographic observations include being ranked 2nd with 

respect to the proportion of aboriginal population. A regional comparision of 

selected demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The literacy skills in Welland among those aged 15 to 24 years of age are 

similar to the literacy skills of the Region.  For the population 25 years of age and 

over, a higher proportion of Wellands population is at literacy level 1.  For those 

aged 45 to 54, for example, the proportion of Wellands population at level 1 is 

24.6 percent, significantly higher than the Region and the province (at 21.5 and 

20.6 percent, respectively).  

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.53: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

Welland  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,645 27.3 28.0 27.8
  2 1,855 30.7 30.7 30.5
  3 1,859 30.8 30.3 30.4
  4/5 676 11.2 11.0 11.3
  6,035  
25-34 years 1 921 15.7 15.5 14.8
  2 1,629 27.8 27.3 26.1
  3 2,234 38.2 38.2 38.5
  4/5 1,073 18.3 19.0 20.6
  5,856  
35-44 years 1 1,424 18.7 17.5 16.7
  2 2,194 28.7 28.0 27.0
  3 2,774 36.3 37.0 37.3
  4/5 1,243 16.3 17.5 18.9
  7,636  
45-54 years 1 1,521 21.9 19.0 18.3
  2 2,018 29.0 28.2 27.4
  3 2,377 34.2 36.0 36.3
  4/5 1,035 14.9 16.8 18.0
  6,951  
55-64 years 1 1,375 27.3 25.2 23.5
  2 1,482 29.4 29.1 28.4
  3 1,539 30.6 31.9 33.0
  4/5 640 12.7 13.7 15.1
  5,035  
65 years + 1 2,646 34.8 31.7 30.1
  2 2,347 30.9 30.4 29.9
  3 1,954 25.7 27.7 28.7
  4/5 658 8.6 10.2 11.2
 7,605  
Grand Total 39,118  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.54: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

Welland  Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 1,768 29.3 30.0 29.7
  2 1,786 29.6 29.6 29.4
  3 1,778 29.4 28.9 29.0
  4/5 706 11.7 11.5 11.9
  6,039  
25-34 years 1 1,006 17.2 16.9 16.0
  2 1,595 27.2 26.8 25.7
  3 2,133 36.4 36.4 36.4
  4/5 1,122 19.2 19.9 21.9
  5,856  
35-44 years 1 1,557 20.4 19.1 18.1
  2 2,140 28.0 27.4 26.5
  3 2,656 34.8 35.3 35.4
  4/5 1,284 16.8 18.2 19.9
  7,637  
45-54 years 1 1,652 23.8 20.7 19.8
  2 1,962 28.2 27.5 26.8
  3 2,268 32.6 34.3 34.4
  4/5 1,070 15.4 17.5 19.0
  6,953  
55-64 years 1 1,484 29.5 27.2 25.3
  2 1,430 28.4 28.2 27.6
  3 1,460 29.0 30.3 31.3
  4/5 663 13.2 14.2 15.8
  5,038  
65 years + 1 2,837 37.3 34.0 32.4
  2 2,242 29.5 29.1 28.8
  3 1,849 24.3 26.3 27.2
  4/5 682 9.0 10.6 11.7
 7,611  
Grand Total 39,133  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.55: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

Welland ( Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 2,050 34.0 34.7 34.4
  2 1,867 30.9 30.8 30.6
  3 1,555 25.8 25.2 25.4
  4/5 563 9.3 9.3 9.6
  6,035  
25-34 years 1 1,235 21.1 20.7 19.5
  2 1,767 30.2 29.7 28.5
  3 1,943 33.2 33.3 33.8
  4/5 908 15.5 16.2 18.2
  5,853  
35-44 years 1 1,875 24.6 23.1 21.9
  2 2,344 30.7 30.1 29.2
  3 2,391 31.3 32.0 32.5
  4/5 1,024 13.4 14.7 16.4
  7,634  
45-54 years 1 1,950 28.1 24.7 23.7
  2 2,116 30.4 30.1 29.3
  3 2,025 29.1 31.0 31.4
  4/5 858 12.4 14.2 15.6
  6,950  
55-64 years 1 1,707 33.9 31.6 29.5
  2 1,501 29.8 29.9 29.5
  3 1,292 25.7 27.0 28.1
  4/5 537 10.7 11.5 12.9
  5,036  
65 years + 1 3,204 42.1 38.7 36.9
  2 2,266 29.8 29.9 29.7
  3 1,587 20.9 22.8 23.8
  4/5 553 7.3 8.6 9.5
 7,609  
Grand Total 39,117  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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3.2.12. West Lincoln 

 
Table 3.56: West Lincoln - Demographic Overview (2001) 

West Lincoln # of People % of 
Population 

% of 
Niagara 

Rank in Niagara 
Region (1 to 12) 

POPULATION      
Population, 2001 12,268 - 3.0 11
Population, 1996 11,513 - 2.9 11
Population percentage 
change, 1996-2001 

6.6 - - 3

Total population 15 years and 
over 

9,205 75.0 2.7 12

KNOWLEDGE OF OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGES 

    

English only 11,710 95.5 3.2 1
French only 0 0.0 0.0 5
English and French 525 4.3 1.6 12
Neither English nor French 25 0.2 1.1 8
POPULATION SEGMENTS     
Total immigrant population by 
period of immigration 

1,585 12.9 2.2 9

Before 1961 725 5.9 2.6 10
1961-1970 365 3.0 2.5 7
1971-1980 315 2.6 3.1 5
1981-1990 135 1.1 1.7 10
1991-1995 15 0.1 0.3 12
1996-2001 30 0.2 0.5 12

Total visible minority 
population 

90 0.7 0.5 12

Total aboriginal population 125 1.0 2.4 8
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT - Population 15 years and over 
Less than grade 9 606 4.9 2.1 9
Grades 9-13  
Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate 

1,667 13.6 3.1 5

Grades 9-13 without high 
school graduation certificate 

2,352 19.2 2.9 7

Trades certificate or diploma 395 3.2 3.1 5
College  
With certificate or diploma 2,398 19.5 3.6 1
Without certificate or diploma 556 4.5 2.3 12
University with bachelor's 
degree or higher 

570 4.6 1.6 12

University without bachelor's 
degree or higher 

651 5.3 2.4 9

Source: Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.2: Literacy Levels by Age Group – (Average of Prose, Document and Numeracy) 

   
West 

Lincoln 
Niagara 
Region Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 545 32.5 30.9 30.6
  2 511 30.5 30.4 30.1
  3 455 27.2 28.1 28.3
  4/5 164 9.8 10.6 11.0
        
25-34 years 1 271 18.9 17.7 16.8
  2 413 28.7 27.9 26.8
  3 512 35.6 36.0 36.2
  4/5 243 16.9 18.4 20.2
        
35-44 years 1 450 20.6 19.9 18.9
  2 636 29.1 28.5 27.6
  3 755 34.6 34.8 35.1
  4/5 344 15.7 16.8 18.4
        
45-54 years 1 377 22.0 21.5 20.6
  2 499 29.2 28.6 27.8
  3 575 33.6 33.8 34.1
  4/5 260 15.2 16.2 17.5
        
55-64 years 1 283 27.4 28.0 26.1
  2 304 29.5 29.1 28.5
  3 312 30.3 29.8 30.8
  4/5 131 12.7 13.2 14.6
        
65 years + 1 416 36.2 34.8 33.1
  2 345 30.0 29.8 29.5
  3 286 24.9 25.6 26.6
  4/5 104 9.0 9.8 10.8
  1,150       
Grand Total   9,191       
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Literacy Observations for West Lincoln 

With respect to demographic categories the above tables illustrates that 

37.7 percent of West Lincoln’s population has achieved a level of educational 

attainment no greater than a high school diploma. Among all communities in 

Niagara, West Lincoln ranks 7th with respect to the proportion of individuals 

without a high school diploma. Moreover, the community ranks 1st with respect to 

the proportion of individuals with a college diploma, yet last (12th), with respect to 

having a university degree. Other key demographic observations include the 

smallest visible minority population and being ranked 3rd with respect to 

population growth over the 1996 to 2001 period. A regional comparision of 

selected demographic characteristics is presented in Appendix A. 

The level of literacy skills in West Lincoln varies across the proficiency 

domains. On average, among those aged 15 to 54 years, the community 

consistently exhibits a higher proportion of its population with a level 1 literacy 

level. For those aged 25-34, for example, the proportion of the community’s 

population at level 1 is 18.9 percent, significantly lower than the Region and the 

province (17.7 and 16.8 percent, respectively). This observation is also illustrated 

for those aged 65 and above. 

Further details on literacy levels within each proficiency domain are 

illustrated in the following three tables. 
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Table 3.57: Literacy Levels by Age Group - PROSE 

West Lincoln Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 495 29.5 28.0 27.8
  2 519 31.0 30.7 30.5
  3 490 29.3 30.3 30.4
  4/5 171 10.2 11.0 11.3
  1,675  
25-34 years 1 237 16.4 15.5 14.8
  2 405 28.1 27.3 26.1
  3 543 37.7 38.2 38.5
  4/5 255 17.7 19.0 20.6
  1,440  
35-44 years 1 394 18.0 17.5 16.7
  2 626 28.7 28.0 27.0
  3 803 36.7 37.0 37.3
  4/5 362 16.6 17.5 18.9
  2,185  
45-54 years 1 332 19.4 19.0 18.3
  2 492 28.8 28.2 27.4
  3 613 35.9 36.0 36.3
  4/5 273 16.0 16.8 18.0
  1,710  
55-64 years 1 252 24.5 25.2 23.5
  2 303 29.5 29.1 28.4
  3 335 32.5 31.9 33.0
  4/5 139 13.5 13.7 15.1
  1,030  
65 years + 1 379 32.9 31.7 30.1
  2 352 30.6 30.4 29.9
  3 310 27.0 27.7 28.7
  4/5 110 9.6 10.2 11.2
 1,150  
Grand Total 9,191  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.58: Literacy Levels by Age Group - DOCUMENT 

West Lincoln Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 531 31.7 30.0 29.7
  2 498 29.7 29.6 29.4
  3 468 27.9 28.9 29.0
  4/5 179 10.7 11.5 11.9
  1,676  
25-34 years 1 260 18.1 16.9 16.0
  2 396 27.5 26.8 25.7
  3 520 36.1 36.4 36.4
  4/5 264 18.3 19.9 21.9
  1,440  
35-44 years 1 432 19.8 19.1 18.1
  2 611 28.0 27.4 26.5
  3 769 35.2 35.3 35.4
  4/5 373 17.1 18.2 19.9
  2,185  
45-54 years 1 363 21.2 20.7 19.8
  2 480 28.1 27.5 26.8
  3 586 34.3 34.3 34.4
  4/5 281 16.4 17.5 19.0
  1,711  
55-64 years 1 275 26.7 27.2 25.3
  2 294 28.6 28.2 27.6
  3 320 31.0 30.3 31.3
  4/5 141 13.7 14.2 15.8
  1,030  
65 years + 1 408 35.4 34.0 32.4
  2 337 29.3 29.1 28.8
  3 294 25.6 26.3 27.2
  4/5 112 9.7 10.6 11.7
 1,151  
Grand Total 9,193  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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Table 3.59: Literacy Levels by Age Group - NUMERACY 

West Lincoln 
( 

Niagara 
Region 

Ontario

AGE LITERACY LEVEL # of People % % % 
15-24 years 1 610 36.4 34.7 34.4
  2 515 30.7 30.8 30.6
  3 407 24.3 25.2 25.4
  4/5 143 8.6 9.3 9.6
  1,675  
25-34 years 1 317 22.0 20.7 19.5
  2 437 30.4 29.7 28.5
  3 474 32.9 33.3 33.8
  4/5 211 14.6 16.2 18.2
  1,440  
35-44 years 1 523 23.9 23.1 21.9
  2 672 30.8 30.1 29.2
  3 693 31.7 32.0 32.5
  4/5 297 13.6 14.7 16.4
  2,185  
45-54 years 1 435 25.4 24.7 23.7
  2 526 30.7 30.1 29.3
  3 524 30.7 31.0 31.4
  4/5 225 13.1 14.2 15.6
  1,710  
55-64 years 1 321 31.1 31.6 29.5
  2 315 30.6 29.9 29.5
  3 283 27.4 27.0 28.1
  4/5 112 10.9 11.5 12.9
  1,030  
65 years + 1 462 40.2 38.7 36.9
  2 345 30.0 29.9 29.7
  3 254 22.0 22.8 23.8
  4/5 89 7.8 8.6 9.5
 1,151  
Grand Total 9,190  
Source: IALSS and Statistics Canada – 2001 Census 
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APPENDIX A: SELECT DEMOGRAPHIC COMPARISIONS 
 
Figure 1: Population (# of people, 2001) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 2: Total immigrant population (% of Total Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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Figure 3: Total visible minority population (% of Total Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 4: Total aboriginal population (% of Total Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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Figure 5: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - Less than grade 9 (% of Community 
Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 6: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - Grades 9-13 with high school 
graduation certificate (% of Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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Figure 7: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - Grades 9-13 without high school 
graduation certificate (% of Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 8: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - Trades certificate or diploma (% of 
Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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Figure 9: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - College with certificate or diploma (% 
of Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 10: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - College without certificate or diploma 
(% of Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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Figure 11: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - University with bachelor's degree or 
higher (% of Community Population) 

4.6

4.7

6.2

6.3

7.1

7.7

7.7

9.5

10.8

11.1

13.9

16.1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

West Lincoln.

Port Colborne.

Wainfleet.

Welland.

Niagara Falls.

Thorold.

Fort Erie.

Lincoln.

St Catharines.

Grimsby.

Niagara-On-The-Lake.

Pelham.

 
Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
 
 
Figure 12: Highest Level of Educational Attainment - University without bachelor's degree 
or higher (% of Community Population) 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census 
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APPENDIX B: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 

The IALSS provides a great deal of information with respect to the literacy 

levels – among all three domains introduced above – within various population 

groups segmented by their socio-economic characteristics. Although this 

information proves particularly valuable the IALSS sample is limited in its ability 

to adequately report at the community level. Despite this limitation it is possible to 

estimate the distribution of literacy skills at the regional level.  

The methodology employed in this report correlates IALSS literacy 

proficiency with the demographic data of IALSS survey respondents and 

transposes these proportional estimates of literally skills based on demographic 

characteristics found in each region. Among the demographic characteristics are 

age and education. Based on these regional demographic characteristics, 

therefore, a proxy for literacy skill levels within Niagara and its communities is 

developed using the most recent census (2001). Specifically, the highest level of 

educational attainment by individuals as well as IALSS data serves as a basis to 

estimate literacy levels.  

 


